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The late Wor Ek of Go p, Sc. 


. MN HE Town of Northanpton in New-Eng- 


NM. z in the People here, a Concern for Re- 
ligion began to revive in the Year 1729: 
but. more obſervably in 1733 when there was a ge- 
neral Reformation of outward Diſorders, Which has 
continued ever ſince. | | 

2. Soon. after,..a remarkable Concern began to ap- 
pear, in a little Village, three Miles from the Town. 
From thence it ſpread. to: us in Spring 1734, and in- 
ereaſed during the Summer. In Autumn I propoſed it 
to the young People, to ſpend the Evenings in ſocial 


ter a more than ordinary Licentiouſneſs 


1 


Religion; and to that End, to divide themſelves.into 


ſeveral Companies, to meet in various Parts of the 


ple afterwards imitated by elder People. 

3. About this Time I began to preach concerning 
Fuhtification Gy Faith alone. This was attended with a 
very remarkable Bleſſing: the People in general were 
deeply concerned, and began earneſtly to ſeek Accep- 
tance with God and Salvation in the Way of the Goſ- 
pel.. And thendit was, in December, that the Spirit of 
Go began wonderfully to work among us. A great 
and earneſt Concern about the Things of God ran 
thro' all Parts of the Town. And the Noiſe among 
the dry Bones waxed louder and louder ; all Talk but 
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land contains; about 200 Families. Af 
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Buſineſs, yet Religion was with all ſorts the 1 ny 


cern for the Souls of their Neighbours. 


(4) 

of eternal-Things was laid aſide. The Converſation 
in all Companies (unleſs ſo far as was neceſſary for the 
carrying on of worldly Buſineſs) was wholly upon Re- 
ligion. The Minds of People were ſtrangely taken off 
from the World it was treated as a Thing of very 
little Importance: Men followed their Buſineſs, only 
as a Part of their Duty ; the Temptation now lying on 
that Hand, to negle& worldly Affairs, and to ſpend 
too much Time in the immediate Exerciſes of Religion. 
And this Thing was exceedingly miſrepreſented, by 
Reports ſpread in diſtant Parts of the Land, as tho' the 
People here had wholly thrown by all Bufineſs, and 
ſpent all their Time in Reading, Hearing and Prayer. 

4. But tho' People did not ordinarily neglect their 
Concern. 'The Thing in their View was, the King- 
dom of Heaven, and every one appeared preſſing into 
it. There was ſcarce a Perſon in the Town left un- 
concerned. The vaineſt and looſeſt of all, and thoſe 
who were uſed to ſpeak: moſt ſlightly of inward. Re- 
ligion, were now generally in deep Convictions. And 
the Work increaſed daily more : ſo that from Day to 
Day, for many Months together, miglit be ſeen evi- 
dent Inſtances of Sinners brought out of Darkneſs into 
marvellous Light, 

5: Hence there ſoon appeared a glorious Alteration : 


ſo that in the Spring and Summer og; Anno 


173 5, the Town ſeemed to be full of the Preſence of 

op. It never was ſo full of Love, and Joy, nor 
yet of Diſtreſs as it was then. There were remarkable 
Tokens of God's Preſence, almoſt in every Houſe: 
Parents rejoicing over their Children as new- born, Huſ- 
bands over their Wives, and Wives over their Huſbands. 
T he Geings of God were then ſeen in his Sanctuary: our pub. 
lic Aſſemblies were beautiful: the Congregation was 
alive in God's Service: every one earneſtly intent on 
the Work; every Hearer eager to drink in the Word; 
the Aſſembly in general from Time to Time, in Tears: 
ſome weeping with Sorrow and Diſtreſs, others with 
Joy and Love; and others with Pity and tender Con- 


I 
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6. In all Companies, on whatever Occaſions Perſons 
met, CnRIS＋TH was to be heard of and ſeen in the Midſt 
of them. Our Young People, when together, were 
wont to ſpend the Time, in talking of the dying Love 
of Cux ier, the glorious Excellency of his Salvation, 
and his free Grace to loſt Sinners. Even at Weddinge, 
there was now no Diſcource but of Religion, and no 
Appearance of any but ſpiritual Mirth. ng 
7. When this Work of Gop began, others round 
about us ſeemed not to know what to make of it: and 
there were many that ſcoffed at and ridicul'd it But 
it was very obſervable of many who occaſionally came 
among us, that what they ſaw here, ſoon cured them of 
ſuch a Temper. Strangers were generally ſurprized, 
to find Things ſo much beyond what they had heard, 
and were wont to tell others, that the State of the 
Town could not be conceived by thofe that had not 
ſeen it. And moſtof them went home with wounded 
Hearts, and with ſuch Impreſſions as never wore off. 
there were many Inſtances alſo. of Perſons that came to 
Town, on Viſits or on Buſineſs, who had not been 
here long, before they partook of that Shower of Bleſ- 
ſing and went home rejoicing ;: till at length the ſame 
Work began evidently to appear in ſeveral other 
Towns in the Country. 23, | 

8. In the Month of March the People in South- 
Hadley began to be ſcized with deep Concern about the 
Things of Religion; which ſoon became univerſal: 
and the Work of Goo has been very wonderful there; 
not much, if any thing, ſhort of what it has been here, 
in Proportion to the Bigneſs of the Place. About the 
ſame Time it began to break forth in the weſt Part of 
Syffield, and ſoon ſpread into all Parts of the Town. 
It next appeared at Sunderland, and ſoon overſpread 
the Town; and I believe was, for a Seaſon, not leſs 
remarkable than it was here. About the ſame Time, 
it began to appear in a Part of Deerfic/a, called Greer. 
River, and afterwards filled the Town. It began al- 
ſo to be manifeſt, in the South Part of Hatfield, in a 
Place called the Hill, and after that the whole Town, 

in the ſecond Week in * ſeemed to be ſeized, as it 
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(6) 
were at once, with Concern about the Things of Goo, 
There has been alſo a very general Awakening at - 
fprine field, and Long Meadow ; and in Ezfiela, there 
was for a Time a general Concern amongſt ſome that 
before had been very looſe Perſons. About the ſame 
Time that this appeared at Efe ld, the Reverend Mr: 


Bull of Weſtfield informed me, that there had been a 


reat Alteration there, and that more had been done 
in one Week than in feven Years before. Something 
of this Work likewiſe appeard in the firſt Precin& in 
Spring field, principally inthe north and ſouth Extreames 
of the Pariſh. . And in Hadley old Town, there gra- 
dually appeared ſo much of a Work of Goo, as at 


another Time would have been thought worthy of . 
much Notice. For a ſhort Time there was alſo a very 


great and general Concern, of the like Nature, at 


thfield. And wherever this Concern appeared, it 
ſeemed not to be in vain : but in every Place Gop 
brought ſaving Bleſſings with him, and his Word at- 
tended with the Spirit, returned not void. It might 
well be ſaid at that Time in all Parts of the County, 


Wor are theſe that fly as a Cloud, and as Doves to their 


Windows ? 115 


9. This remarkable pauring out of the Spirit of GOD, 


which thus extended from one End to the other of this 
County, was not confin'd to it, but many Places in Con- 
w#eficut have partook in the ſame Mercy: the firſt 
Pariſh in #ing/or was thus bleſt about the ſame Time, 


. + while we had no Knowledge of each other's Circum- 
Nances. And ſomething conſiderable of the ſame Work 


began afterwards in Zafi-Wingjor, my honoured Fa- 


ther's Pariſh, which has in times paſt been a Place fa- 
voured with Mercies of this Nature, above any on this 


Side of N:co-England, except Northampton. 

10. There was alſo the laſt Spring and Summer a 
wonderful Work of Go carried on at Coventry. I had 
Opportunity to converſe with ſome of Coventry . 
who gave me a very remarkable Account of the 
prizing Change that appeared in the moſt rude and vi- 
cious Perſons there. The like was alſo very great at 
the ſame Time in Part of Lebauon, called the _ 
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and at Durbam; and: likewiſe amongſt many of the. 


young People in the firſt Precinct in S rd. 
Something of this Work appeared in ſeveral other 

Towns in thoſe Parts the laſt Autumn. And we hae 

fince been acquainted with ſomething very remarkable 


of this Nature at another Pariſh in Sratford called Rip- 


ton; as alſo at a Part of Guild: at Mausfiela ;. at Jol- 


land; at Hebron, and at Bo/ton. There was alſo no ſmall 
Effuſion of the SyiR1T 05 GOD in the north. Pariſh 


in Pr/fon, in the Congregation of the Rev. Mr. Lord, 
who, with the Rev. Mr, Owen of Grotten, came up 
hither in May, the laſt Year, on Purpoſe to- ſee the 
Work of Gop here; and having heard various and 
contradictory Accounts of it, were careful toinform and 
ſatisfy themſelves: to that End they particularly con- 
verſed with many of our People; which they declared 
to be intirely to their Satisfaction, and that the ae 
balf had not been told them, Mr. Lord told me that, 
when he got home, he informed his Congregation of 
what he had ſeen, and that it proved the Beginning of 
the ſame Work amongſt them, which prevailed till 
there was a general Awakening, and many Perſons re- 
markably converted. | 

11. But this Shower of divine Blefling has been yet 
more extenſive ; there was no ſmall Degree of it in 
ſome Parts of the Jer/cys; as I was informed when I 
was at New-York, by ſome People of the Zer/cys, whom 
I ſaw : eſpecially in a Place called the Mauntaius, un- 
der the Miniſtry of one Mr. Cro/s; in another Place, 
under the Miniſtry of Mr. Gilbert Tennent ; and alſo at 
another Place, under the Miniſtry of a Dutch Miniſter, 
whoſe Name as I remember was Free/ivghou/a. 

12. This ſeems to have been a very extraordinary 
Diſpenſation of Providence: Goo has in many Reſpects 
gone beyond his uſual, and ordinary Way. The Work 
in this Town, and ſome others about us, has been 
extraordinary on Account of the Univerſality of it, 
effecting all ſorts, ſober and vicious, high and low, rich 
and poor, wiſe and unwiſe ; it reached the moſt con- 
ſiderable Families and Perſons, to all Appearance, as 
Much as. others. In former Stirrings of this * 
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the Bulk of the young People have been greatly affect- 
ed, but old Men and little Children have been fo now. 
Many of the laſt have of their own Accord, formed 
themſelves into religious Societies, in different Parts of 


the Town: alooſe careleſs Perſon could ſcarcely find a a 


Companion in the whole Neighbourhood ; and if there 
was any one that ſeemed to remain ſenſeleſs or uncon- 


\ .. cerned, it was ſpoken of as a ſtrange Thing. 


13. This Diſpenſation has alſo appeared very extra- 


ordinary in the Numbers of thoſe, on whom we have 


Reaſon to hope it has had a ſaving Effect: we have 
now about 620 Communicants, which include almoſt 
all our adult Perſons. 'The Church was very large be- 
fore.; but Perſons never thronged into it, as they do at 
the preſent Time. —Our Sacraments are eight Weeks 
aſunder, and I received into our Communion about an 
hundred before one Sacrament, and fourſcore of them 
at one Time, whoſe Appearance when they preſented 
themſelves together to make an open explicit Profeſſion 
of Chriſtianity, was very affecting to the Congregation: 
J am far from pretending to determine how many have 
lately been the Subjects of ſuch Mercy; but if I may 
be allowed to declare what appears probable in 2 


Thing of this Nature, F hope more than 300 Souls 
were brought home to Chrift in this Town, in the 


Space of half a Year, and about the ſame Numher of 
Males as Females; which, by what I have heard Mr. 
Stoddard ſay, has not been uſual in Years paſt, . for he 
obſerved that in his Time, many more Women were 
converted than Men. Thoſe of our young People, 


that are on other Accounts moſt conſiderable, are 


moſtly, as I hope, truly pious. Thoſe that were for- 
merly looſer, are generally to all Appearance become 


true Lovers of Gop and CHN Is r. And ] hope that by 


far the greateſt Part of Perſons in this Town, above 16 
Years of Age, have the ſaving Knowledge of Jzsvs 
CuarmsT; and ſo by what I heard I ſuppoſe it is in 
ſome other Places, particularly at Sunderland and 
Sui h- Hadley. | 


14. This has alſo appeared to be a very extraordi- 


nary Diſpenſation, in that the Spirit of Gop bath ex- 
| | tended: 


(9) 
| tended his Influences both to elderly Perſons and thofe 
that are very young. It has been heretofore rarely heard 
that any were converted paſt middle Age ; but now 
we have the ſame Ground to think, that many ſuch . 
have been ſavingly changed, as that others have been 
ſo in moreearly Years. I ſuppoſe there were upwards 
of 50 Perſons in this Town above 40 Years of Age; 
and more than 20 of them above 50, and about 10 of 
2 above 60, and 2 of them above 70 Years of 
88 | 

It has heretofore been looked on as ſtrange when they 
have been ſavingly wrought upon in their Childhood ; 
but now, near 3o were to Appearance ſo wrought 
upon between 10 and 14 Years of Age, and 2 be- 
tween q and 10, and 1 of about 4 Years of Age; and 
becauſe I ſuppoſe this laſt will be moſt difficulty be- 
lieved, I will hereafter give a particular Account of iti 
There are ſeveral numerous Families, in which, we 
have Reaſon to hope that all the Chrildren are truly 
pious, and moſt of them lately become ſo : and there 
are very few Houſes in the whole Town, into which 
Salvation has not lately come, in one or more In- 
ſtances. There are ſeveral Negroes, that from what 
was ſeen in them then, and what is diſcernible in them 
fince, appear to have been truly born again in the late 
remarkable Seaſon. | 49 br i 12340 
15. GoD has alſo ſeemed to go out of his uſual Way 

in the Quickneſs of his Work. It is wonderful that Per- 
ſons ſhould be ſo ſuddenly and yet ſo greatly changed: 
many have been taken from a looſe and careleſs Way 
of Living, and ſeized with ſtrong Convictions of their 
Guilt and Miſery, and in a very little Time old Things 
have paſſed away, and all Things have become new 
with them. 12 FR nc.) 
16. Gop's Work has alſo appeared very extraordi- 
nary in the Degrees of the Influences of his Spirit, both 
in the Degrees of Conviction, and of ſaving Light, and 
Love, and Joy, that many have experienced. It has 
alſo been very extraordinary in the Extent of it, and its 
being To ſwiftly propagated from Town to Town. In 
former Times of the pouring out of the Spirit of Gop 
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on-this Town, tho“ in ſome of them it was very re- 
markable, yet it reached no farther than this Town, 
while the neighbouring Towns all continued unmoved. 
The Work of: Goo's Spirit ſeemed to be at its 


greateſt Height in this Town, in the former Part of the 


Spring, in March and april; at which Time it was car- 
ried: on in ſo wonderful a Manner, that ſo far as I can 
judge, there were, atleaſt, four Perſons in a Day con- 


verted to Gop, or near thirty in a Week, take one 


with another for five or ſix Weeks together: when 
God in ſo remarkable a Manner took the Work into 
his own Hands, there was as much done in a Day or 
two, as at ordinary Times, with all our Endeavours, 
and with ſuch a Blefling as we commonly have, is 
done in a Year, | 

17. IT am very ſenſible how apt many may be to 
think I am fond of magnifying and aggrandizing the 
Matter; and that, for want of Judgment, I take every 
religious Pang, and enthuſiaſtic Conceit, for ſaving 
Converſion. And for this Reaſon Thave forborn to pub- 
liſh an Account of this great Work, tho' I have often 
been pu upon it; but having now as 1 judge a ſpecial 
Call ſo to do, I thought it beſt to conceal: no Part of 
it, leaving it with Gou to take Care of the Credit of 
is on Work: and that diſtant Perſons may be the 
better able to judge for themſelves, IL Would be a lit- 


more large:and:par ticular. 


18. I therefore proceed to gire an Account of the 


Manner of Perſons being wrought upon; and here 


there is a/ vaſt Variety, perhaps as manifold as the 
Subjects of the Operation; but yet in many things 


there ista great Analogy in all. 


«Perſons firſt are awaken d into a Senſe of their miſerable: 
Condition by Nature, the D anger they are in of periſn - 


Ang eternally, and that it is of great Importance to them 


that eh eſcape. Thoſe that before were ſe- 
cure and ſenſeleſs, 


Mayito Ruin in their former Courſes. Some are more 


ſuddenly feized : it may be by the News of others 


Converſion, or ſomething: they hear in Publie, or in 
Private Conference, their Conſciencies are OP 
{13 tten 


are made ſenfible they were in the 
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ſmitten, as if their Hearts were pierc'd through with a 
Dart: others have Awakenings that come upon them 
more gradually, they begin at firſt to be ſomething 
more thoughtful and conſiderate, ſo as to come to a 
Concluſion in their Minds, that it is their wiſeſt Way to 
improve the preſent Opportunity, and have accordingly 
ſet themſelves ſeriouſly to meditate, on purpoſe to ob- 
tam Convictions; and ſo their Awakenings have in- 
creaſed, till a Senſe of their Miſery has had faſt hold 
of them. Others that before this Time, had been ſome- 
thing concerned for their Salvation, have been made 
ſenfible that their ſlack and dull Way of Seeking was 
never like to attain their Purpoſe; and ſo have been 
NN up to a greater Violence for the Kingdom of 

ven. 


19, Theſe Awakenings when they have firſt ſeized 


on Perſons have had two Effects: one was, that they 
have brought them immediately to quite their finful 
Practices: when once the Spirit of Gop began to be 
ſs wonderfally poured out in a general Way thro! the 
Town, People had ſoon done with their old Quarrels, 
Backbitings, and intermeddling with other Mens Mat- 
ters; Perſons kept much at home; none went abroad 
unleſs on neceffary Buſineſs, or ow ſome religious Ac- 
count, and every Day ſeemed in many reſpects like a 
Sabbath- Day. The other Effect was, that it put 
them to earneſt Application to the Means of Salvation, 
Reading, Prayer, Meditation, the Ordinances of Go p's 
Houſe; and private Conference; their Cry was, What 
ſhall toe de to be ſaved? The Place of Reſort was now 
altered, it was no longer the Tavern, but the Miniſter's 
Houſe ; that was throng'd far more than ever the 
Tavern had been wont to be. 

20, There is a great Variety, as to the Degree of 
Fear and Trouble that Perſons are in, before they ob- 
tain any comfortable Evidences of Pardon and Accep- 
tance. Some are from the Beginning carried on with 
abundantly more Hope: ſome have had ten times lefs 
Trouble of Mind than others, in whom yet the Iſſue 
ſeems to be the ſame, Some have had ſuch a Senſe of 
the Diſpleaſure of Gov, and the great Danger they 
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wete in of Damnation, that they could not ſleep at | 


Nights, and many have ſaid that when they laid down, 
the Thoughts of ſleeping in ſuch a Condltion have been 
frightful to them, and they have ſcarcely been free 
from Terror while they were aſleep, and have awaked 


with Fear, and Diſtreſs ſtill on their Spirits: and often 
the Concern that has been on their Minds, has had a 
inful Influence on their Bodies, and given Diſtur- 


ce to animal Nature. 


21. The awful Apprehenſions Perſons have had of 


their Miſery, have for the moſt part been increaſing, as 


they have approached to Deliverance ; tho' they often 


paſs thro' many Changes, in the Frame of their Minds: 
fometimes they think themſelves wholly ſenſeleſs, and: 
fear that the Spirit of Gop has left them, and that. 
they are given up to a judicial Hardneſs ; yet they 

appear very deeply troubled with that Fear, and are 
in great Earneſt to obtain Convictions again. | 
Together with thoſe Fears, and that Exerciſe of 


Diſtreſſes of Thought, in which Satan probably has 
a great Hand; and ſometimes the Diſtemper of Me- 
lancholy has been evidently mixed: one knows not 
how to deal with ſuch Perſons; they turn every thing 
that is ſaid to them the wrong Way; and there is no- 
thing that the Devil ſeems to make ſo great an Han- 
dle of, unleſs it be the real Corruption of the Heart. 
22. But it is remarkable, there has been far leſs of 
this Mixture now than was wont to be in Perſons under 
Awakenings at other Times; yea, many that before 


had been exceedingly involved in ſuch Difficulties, 
ſeem now ſtrangely to beſet at Liberty: ſome that had 
for a long time been entangled with peculiar 'Temp- 


tations, of one ſort or other, and unprofitable and hurt- 


ful Diſtreſſes, were ſoon * over them, and Con- 


victions have been ſucceſsfully carried on in the Way 
to Life. And thus Satan ſeemed. to be reſtrained, till 
towards the latter End, when Gop's Spirit was about 
to withdraw, 


| Many 


Mind which is rational, and which they have juſt: 
Ground for, they have often ſuffered many needleſs 
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Many under great. Aw: cenings were concerned, be- 
cauſe they thought thy were not more awakened, but 
fleeping upon the Brink of Hell : and the Senſe of the 
Need they have to be awakened, grows upon them 
with their Awakenings; ſo that they ſeem to them- 
ſelves to be very ſenſeleſs, when indeed moſt ſenſible. 
There have indeed been ſome Inſtances of Perſons that 
have had as great a Senſe of their Danger and Miſe- 
ry, as their Natures could well ſubſiſt under, and yet 
they have expreſt themſelves much amazed at their 
own Inſenſibility and Sottiſhneſs, in ſuch an extraor- 
dinary Time as it then was, | 

-Perſons are frequently brought to the Borders of 
Deſpair, a little before the Day dawns in their Sonls : 
Some there have been who have had ſuch a Senſe of 
Gop's Wrath for Sin, that they have been overborne, 
and made to cry out under an aſtoniſhing Senſe of their 
Guilt, wondering that Gop ſuffers ſuch guilty Wretches 
to live upon Earth, and that he doth not immediately 
ſend them to Hell. And ſometimes their Guilt does o 
glare them in the Face, that they are in exceedin 
'Terror for fear that Gop will inſtantly do it. In others 
theſe Terrors don't ſeem to be ſo ſharp, when near 
Comfort, as before ; but they are led further into 
their own Hearts, to a deeper Senſe of their own uni- 
verſal Depravity and Deadneſs in Sin. 

23. The Corruption of the Heart diſcovers itſelf 
various Ways in the Time of Conviction; ſometimes it 


appears in a great Struggle, like ſomething rouſed by 


an Enemy, and Satan the old Inhabitant ſeems to exert 
himſelf, like a Serpent diſturbed and enraged. Many 
in ſuch Circumſtances, have felt great Envy towards 
thoſe that are lately converted, and moſt of all towards 
their Acquaintance and Companions: indeed ſome 
have felt many Heart riſings againſt Gop, and Mur- 
murings at his Ways of dealing with Mankind, and 
his Dealings with themſelves in particular. But it has 
been much inſiſted on, that Perſons ſhould have the 


utmoſt Dread of ſuch Thoughts, which tend exceed- 


ingly toquench the Spirit of God. And when ſuch a 
Spirit has much prevailed, and Perſons have not ear- 
neſtly ſtrove againſt it, it _ ſeemed to be exceedingly 
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to the Hindrance of their Souls : but in ſome other In- 
ſtances, where they have been much terrified at the 
Sight of ſuch Wickedneſs in their Hearts, Gop has 
brought Good out of Evil, and made it a Means of 
convincing them of their own deſperate Sinfulneſs, 


and bringing them off from all Self-confidence. 
The 5 


abſolute Dependance on his ſovereign Power and Grace 
and the Neceſſity of a Mediator, by leading them more 
and more to a Senſe of their exceeding Wickedneſs, and 
Guiltineſs in his Sight; and of the Pollution, and In- 
ſufficiency of their own Righteouſneſs; to ſhew them 
that they can in no wiſe help themſelves, and that 
Gop would be wholly juſt in rejecting them, and all 


that they do, and in caſting them off for ever: tho?- 


there be a vaſt Variety, as to the Manner and Diſtinct- 
neſs of Perſons Convictions of theſe Things. 

As they are more and more convinced of the Cor- 
ruption and Wickedneſs of their Hearts, they ſeem to 
themſelves to grow worſe and worſe, harder and 
blinder, and more deſperately wicked, inſtead of grow- 
ing better. Under the Senſe which the Spirit of Gop 
gives them of their Sinfulneſs, they often think that 
they differ from all others ; their Hearts are ready to 


fink with the Thought, that they are the worſt of all, 
and that none ever obtained Mercy that were ſo wick- 


ed as they. 
At firſt, their Conſciences are commonly moſt exer- 


ciſed about their outward vicious Courſe, or other Acts 


of Sin ; but afterwards they are more burthened with 
a Senſe of Heart - ſins, the dreadful Corruption of their 


Nature, their Enemity againſt Gop, the Pride of their 


Hearts, their Unbelief, their Rejection of CHRIS, the 
Stubbornneſs and Obſtinacy of their Wills ; and the 
like. In many, Gop makes much Uſe of their own 
Experience, in the Courſe of their Awakenings and 
Endeavours after ſaving Good, to convince them of 
their own vile Emptineſs and univerſal Depravity. 
24. Very often under the firſt Awakenings, when 


they are brought to reflect on their paſt Lives, and have 


a terrifying Senſe of Go p's Anger, they ſet themſelves 
81 to 


rift of the Spirit of Gop herein has ſeemed | 
_ evidently to be, to make Way for a Conviction of their 


4 
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LY 
to walk more ſtriſtly, and confeſs their Sins, and per- 
form many religious Duties, with a ſecret Hope of ap- 
8 Gop's Anger and making up for the Sins they 
ave committed: and oftentimes, at firſt ſetting out, 
their Affections are moved and they are full of Tears 
in their Confeſſions and Prayers, which they are ready 
to make very much of, as tho” they were ſome Atone- 
ment, and had Power to move correſpondent Affections 
in God too: and hence they are for a while big with 
ExpeQation of what Gop will do for them; and con- 
eeive that they grow better a- pace, and ſhall ſoon be 
thoroughly converted. But theſe Affections are but 
ſhort-liv'd, they quickly find that they fail, and then 
they think themſelves to be grown worſe again; they 
don't find ſuch a Proſpect of being ſoon converted as 
they thought; inſtead of being nearer, they ſeem to be 
farther of ; their Hearts they think are grown harder, 
and by this Means their Fears of periſhing greatly in- 
creaſe. But tho' they arediſappointed, they renew their 
Attempts again and again; and ſtill as their Attempts 
are multiplied, ſo are their Diſappointments ; all fails, 
they ſee no Token of having inclined Gop's Heart te 
them, they don't ſee that he hears their Prayers at all, 
as they expected he would; and ſometimes there have 
been great Temptations ariſing hence to leave off ſeek- 
ing, and toyield up the Caſe. And as they are ſtill more 
terrified with Fears of periſhing, and their Hopes of 
prevailing on Gov in a great Meaſure fail, ſometimes 
their religious Affections have turn'd into Heart- riſings 
againſt Gop, becauſe that he won't pity them, and 
{eems to have little Regard to their Diltreſs, and to all 
the Pains they take. They think how ſoon others have 
obtained Comfort, and thoſe too that were worſe than 
they, and have not laboured ſo much as they have done, 
and ſometimes fall intodreadful blaſphemous Thoughts. 
When they refle& on thoſe wicked Workings of Heart 
againſt God, they have ſtill more diſtreſſing Apprehen- 
ſions of his Anger, and it may be fear they have com- 
mitted the unpardonable Sin, and that Gop will ſyrely 

now never ſhew Mercy to them. 
25. But then perhaps by ſomething they read or 
hear of the infinite Mercy of Gop, and Cram 

0 


1 
ef C1x15T for the Chief of Sinners; they have ſome _ 
Hope renewed ; but think that ay yet they are not fit 
to come to CHR ISH; and then ſet themſelves upon a 
new Courſe of Endeavours to make themſelves better, 
and ſtill meet with new Diſappointments : they are 
earneſt to enquire what they ſhall do? They don't 
know but their is ſomething elſe to be done, in order 
to their obtaining converting Grace, that they have . 
never done yet. It may be they hope that they are 
ſomething better than they were ; but the pleaſing 
Dream ſoon vaniſhes again. They find not yet the 
Appearance of any Good, but all looks as dark as f 
Midnight to them. Thus they wander about from 
Mountain to Hill, ſeeking Reſt, and finding none: 
when they are beat out of one Rufuge they fly to an- 
other, till being broken and ſubdued, Gop gives them 
a Conviction of their own utter Helpleſſneſs and In- 
ſufficiency, and diſcovers the true Remedy, a Know- 
ledge of Cu AIST and his Goſpel. | 
Mien that begin to ſeek Salvation are commonly pro- 
foundly ignorant of themſelves ; they are not ſenſible 
how blind they are, and how little they can do towards 
bringing themſelves to ſee ſpiritual Things arighs ; 
they are not ſenſible how remote they are from the 
Love of God, and all other holy Diſpoſitions. When 
they ſee unexpected Pollution in their own Hearts, they 
go about to waſh away their own Defilements, and 
make themſelves clean ; and they weary themſelves in 
vain, till Gop ſhows them it is in vain, and that their 
Help is not where they have ſought it, but elſewhere. 
But ſome continue wandering in a kind of Labyrinth, 
ten times as long as others, before their own Experience 
will convince them of their Inſufficiency ; and ſo it 
appears not to be their own Experience ouly, but the 
Influence of Gop's Spirit: and Gov has of late abun- 
dantly ſhown that he does not need to wait to have 
Men convinced by long and often repeated fruitleſs 
Trials ; for in Multitudes of Inſtances he has made a 
Horter Work : he has ſo convinced Perſons, and made 
them ſo ſenſible of their exceeding great Vileneſs, and 
-gvien them ſuch a Senſe of his Wrath againſt Sin, as 
has quickly overcome all their vain Seit enten 
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and born them down into the Duſt before a holy and 
righteous Gop. | 

26. There have been ſome who have not had great Ter- 
rors, but have had a very quick Work. Some of thoſe 
that have not had ſo deep a Conviction before, have, it 
may be, much more of it after their Converſion Gop 
has appeared far from limiting himſelf to any certain 
Method in his Proceedings with Sinners under Con- 
victions. In ſome Inſtances it ſeems eaſy for our rea- 
ſoning Powers to diſcern the Methods of divine Wif- 
dom herein : in others his Footſteps cannot be traced, 
and his Ways are paſt finding out : and ſome that are 
leſs diſtinctly wrought upon, in what is preparatory to 
Grace, appear no leſs emment afterwards.. 

There is in nothing a greater Difference, in different 
Perſons, than with reſpect to the Time of their being 
under Trouble; ſome but a few Days, and others for 
Months or Years. There were many in this Town, 
that had been, before this Effuſion of God's Spirit up- 
en us, for Years, and ſome for many Years, concerned 
about their Salvation; and to ſuch a Degree as to be 
very uneaſy, to live an uncomfortable diſquieted Life, 
without any Evidence of a good Eftate, who now have 


received 2 but many of them were ſome of the 
2, and 


Ia; they firſt ſaw Multitudes of others rejoicing 
with Songs of Deliverance in their Mouths, who ſeem- 
ed wholly careleſs and at eaſe, and in purſuit of Vani- 
tys while they had been bowed down with Solicitude 
about their Souls; yea, ſome had lived licentiouſly, 
and ſo continued till a little before they were convert- 
ed, and grew up to a holy Rejoicing in the infinite 
Bleſſings Gop had beſtowed upon them. | 
27. And whatever Miniſter has a like Occaſion to 
deal with Souls, in a Flock under ſuch Circumſtances, 
he will ſoon find himſelf under a Neceſſity greatly to 
infiſt upon it with them, thatGop is under no manner 


of Obligation to ſhew them Mercy: ard that a Man 


o he does 


can challenge nothing in Jzſtice from any thing 


before he has believed on Jeu Chriſt. It appears to 


me, that it I had taught thoſe under Trouble, any o- 

ther Doctrine, I ſhould have taken the direct Courſe to 

have undone them; I ſhould have directly croſſed what 
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was plainly the Drift of the Spirit of Gop in his Influ- 
ences upon them; for if they had believed what! ſaid, 


it would either have promoted Careleſlneſs, and ſo put 


an End to their Awakenings; or block'd up their Way 
to that Humiliation before the ſovereign Diſpoſer of 


Life and Death, whereby Gop is wont to Ne us 


for his Conſolations: and I have found no Diſcourſes 


more remarkably bleſſed, than thoſe in which the Doc- 
trine of God's juſt Liberty, with regard to anſwering 


the Prayers, or ſucceeding the Pains of meer natural 
Men, continuing ſuch, have been inſiſted on. I never 


found ſo much immediate Fruit, of any Diſcourſes I 


havepreached, as of ſome from thoſe Words, Rom. iii. 
19. That every Mouth may be ſtopped ; endeavouring to 
ſhew from thence, that it would be juſl with Gop were 
he to caſt us off for ever. | 
28. Commonly the firſt Thing that appears after 
Men have been much awakened, is a Conviction of 
the Juſtice of Gop in their Condemnation, in a Senſe 
of their own exceeding Sinfulneſs, and the Vileneſs of 
all their Performances: in giving an Account of this, 
they expreſſed themſelves very variouſly ; ſome, that 
they ſaw thaf Gop was ſovereign, and might receive 
others and reject them; ſome that they were convinced, 
that God might juſtly beſtow Mercy on every Perſon 
in the Town, and on every Perſon in the World, and 
damn themſelves to all Eternity ; ſome that they ſee 


that Gop may juſtly have no Regard to all the Pains 


they have taken, and all the Prayers they have made ; 
ſome, that they ſee that if they ſhould ſeek, and take 


the utmoſt Pains all their Lives, Gop might juſtly caſt 
them into Hell atlaſt, becauſe all their Labours, Pray- 


ers and Tears cannot make an Atonement for the leaſt 
Sin, nor merit any Bleſſing at the Hands of God; ſome 


have declar'd themſelves to be in the Hands of G0, that 


he can, and may, diſpoſe of them juſt as he pleaſes ; 
ſome, that Gop may glorify himſelf in their Damna- 
nation, and they wonder that Gop has ſuffered them to 
live ſo leng, and has not caſt them into Hell long ago. 

Some are brought to this Conviction by a great Senſe 
of their Sinfulneſs, in general, that they are ſuch vile 
wicked Creatures in Heart and Life : others have the 


Sins of their Lives in an extraordinary manner ſet be. 


* 
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fore them, Multitudes of them coming juſt then freh 
to their Memory, and being ſet before them with their 


 Aggravations. Some have their Minds eſpecially fixed 


on ſome particular wicked Practice, they have indulg'd; 


others on the Corruption of their Hearts. Some are 


deeply convinced by a View they have of the Horrid- 


neſs of ſome particular Exerciſes of Corruption, in the 


Time of their Awakening, whereby. the Enmity of the 


Heart againſt Gov has been manifeſted ; and others 
by a Senſe of the Sin of Unbelief, the Oppoſition of 


their Hearts to the Way of Salvation by CaxztsT, and 


their Obſtinacy in rejecting him and his Grace. 


29. There is a great deal of Difference as to Perſons 
Diſtinctneſs here; ſome have not ſo clear a Sight of 
Gop's Juſtice in their Condemnation ; but yet men- 
tion Things that plamly imply it. They acknowledge 
Gop to be juſt in his Threatnings, and that they are 
deſerving of nothing: and many times, tho' they had 
not a Sight of it at the Beginning, they have very clear 
Diſcoveries of it afterwards, with great Humblings in 


the Duſt before Gop. 


Commonly Perſon's Minds immediately before this 
Diſcovery of Gop's Juſtice art exceeding reſtleſs, and 
in a kind of Struggle and Tumult, and ſometimes in 
meer Anguiſh ; but generally, as ſoon as they have this 
Conviction, it brings their Minds to a calm Compo- 


ſure. And molt frequently, tho' not always, then the 
 -prefling Weight upon their Spirits is taken away, and 


a general Hope ariſes, that ſome time or other Gop 
will be gracious, even before any diſtinct Diſcoveries 


of Mercy. And often they then come to a Concluſion 


within themſelves, that they will lie at Gop's Feet, 
and wait his Time. 
30. In many, the firſt Conviction of the Juſtice of 


' Gov in their Condemnation, which they take particu- 


lar Notice of, and probably the firſt diſtinct Conviction 
of it that they have, does not appear to be forced by 
meer Terrors and Convictions, for there is in it a ſort 
of Complacency of Soul, in the Attribute of Gop's Ju- 
ſtice, as diſplay'd in his Threatnings of eternal Dam- 
nation to Sinners, Sometimes at the Diſcovery of it, 


they 
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they can ſcarce forbear crying out, *rzs JusT ! 's 
Jus r! Some expreſs themſelves, that they ſee the 
Glory of Gop would bine bright in their own Condem- 
nation; and they are ready to think that if they are 
damned, they could take part with Gop againſt them- 
ſelves, and glorify his Juttice therein. And when it is 
thus, they commonly have ſome evident Senſe of free 
and all-ſufficient Grace, tho' they give no diſtin Ac- 
count of it, but it is manifeſt, by that Degree of Hope 
and Encouragement that they then conceive, tho' they: 
Th were never ſo ſenſible of their own Vileneſs. | 
| $ Some, when. in ſuch Circumſtances, have felt that 
| Sence of the Excellency of Gop's Juſtice, againſt ſuch. 
14 Sinfulneſs as theirs was, and have had ſuch a Submiſ- 
ſion of Mind together with an exceeding loathing of. 
their own Unworthineſs, and a kind of Indignation a- 
gainſt themſelves, that they have called it a Wi/lingne/s 
zo be damned; tho' it muſt be owned they had not clear 
Ideas of Damnation, nor does any Word in the Bible 
dit require ſuch Self-denial as this. But the Truth is, as 
| | ſome have more clearly expreſt it, Salvation appeared 
9 ton good for them ; they were wortby of nothing but Con- 
1 demnation, and they could not tell bozo to think of Salva- 
1 tion"s being b:/lowed upon them, fearing it was inconſiſtent 
. ö | withthe Glory of GO D*s Majefly, which they bad jo much. 
vu cantemned and affronted. = | 
1 31. That Calm of Spirit which ſome have found 
Fi after their Diſtreſs, continued ſome Time before any 
1 ſpecial Manifeſtation of the Favour of Gop. But in 
| others often the comfortable View of a merciful Gop 
N and a ſufficient Redeemer, immediately followed. And. 
| in ſeveral, the firſt Sight of their juſt Deſert of Hell, 
and of Gop's Love were ſo near, they feem'd to go. 
together. _ | 
© Theſe gracious Diſcoveries are in many Reſpects 
| very various; more frequently CHriſt is diſtinctly made 
11 the Object of the Mind, in his All- ſuſſiciency and Wil- 
1 lingneſs to ſave Sinners: but ſome have their Thoughts 
more eſpecially fix d on Goo, in ſome of his glorious 
Attributes manifeſted in the Goſpel, and ſhining forth. 
in the Face of Cbriſi: ſome view the All-ſufficiency = 
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the Mercy and Grace of God ; ſome chiefly the infi- 
nite Power of God, and his Ability to ſave them, and 
to do all Things for them; and ſome look moſt at the 
Truth and Faithfulneſs of Gop. In ſome, the Truth 
and Certainty of the Goſpel in general is the f:r{ joy- 
ful Diſcovery they have; in others, the certainTruth of 
ſome particular Promiſes ; in ſome, the Grace and Sin- 
cerity of Gop in his Invitations, very commonly in 
ſome particular Invitation. Some are ſtruck with the 
Glory and Wonderfulneſs of the dying Love of Chri/; 
and ſome with the Sufficiency and Preciouſneſs of his 
Blood, as offer'd to make an Atonement for Sin; and 
others with the Value and Glory of his Obedience and 
Righteouſneſs. In ſome the Excellency and Lovelineſs 
of Cyr1sT chiefly engages their Thoughts; in ſome 
his Divinity, that he is indeed the Sen of the /iving God ; 
and in others, the Excellency of the Way of Salvation 
by Cur1sT, and the Suitableneſs of it to their Ne- 


Ceſſities. ö 


Some have an Apprehenſion of theſe Things ſo gi- 
ven, that it ſeems more natural to them to expreſs it 
by Sight or Diſcovery ; others think what they experi- 
ence better expreſſed by the realtzing Conviion, or a 
lively feeling Senſe of Heart; meaning, as I —_— no 
other Difference but what is merely circumſtantial or 
gradual. | | 

There is, often, in the Mind, ſome particular Text 
of Scripture, giving them Conſolation ; ſometimes a 
Multitude of Texts, gracious Invitations and Promiſes 
flowing in one after another, filling the Soul more and 
more with Comfort. Comfort is firſt given to ſome 
while reading a Portion of Scripture ; but in others it 
is attended with no particular Scripture at all, either in 
Reading or Meditation. In ſome, many d:vine Things 
ſeem to be diſcover'd to the Soul as it were at once ; 
others have their Minds eipecially fix'd on ſome one 
Thing at firſt, and afterwards a Senſe is given of others; 
in ſome with a ſwifter, and others a flower Succeſſion, 
and ſometimes with Interruptions of much Darkneſs. 

32. The Way that Grace ſeems ſometimes firſt to 
appear after deep Humiliation, is in earneſt * 
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of Soul after Gov and CuRIõS r, to know Gov, to love 


him, to be humbled before him; which ariſe from a 
Senſe of the ſuperlative Excellency of divine Things, 
with a ſpiritual Taſte and Reliſh of them. Such Long- 
ings as are commonly attended with firm Reſolutions 
to purſue this Good for ever, together with a hoping, 
waiting Diſpoſition. Other Experiences and Diſco- 
veries ſoon follow, which more clearly manifeſt a 
Change of Heart. | 

It muſt be confeſt that Chriſ is not always diſtinctly 
and explicitly thought of at firſt (tho' moſt commonly 
he is) but only implicitly. Thus ſometimes when Per- 


ſons have ſeemed evidently to be ftripped of all their 


own Righteouſneſs, and to have ſtood ſelf- condemned 


as guilty of Death, they have been comforted with a. 
Joyful View, that the Mercy and Grace of Gop is ſuffi- 


cient for them; that their Sins, tho! never ſo great, ſhall 
be no Hindrance to their being accepted; that there is 
Mercy enough in Gop for the whole World, and the 


like, when 1 no. Account of any diſtinct Thought 


of CuR ISH; but yet it appears that the Revelation of 


the Mercy of Gov in the Goſpel, is the Ground of this. 


their Hope; and that it is indeed the Mercy of Gap 
thro' CHRIST, that is diſcovered to them. 

So ſometimes diſconſolate Souls amongſt us, have 
been brought to reſt in-Gop, by a. ſweet Senſe of his 
Grace and Faithfulneſs, in ſome ſpecial Invitation or: 
Promiſe, in which is no particular Mention of Cars r 
nor is it accompanied with any diſtint Thought of 
him in their Minds ; but yet it is not receiv'd as out of 
Chrift, but as one of the Invitations or Promiſes made- 
of Gon, to» poor Sinners thro' his Son IEsus, as it is 
indeed: and ſuch Perſons have-afterwards had clear 
and diſtin& Diſcoveries of Cu is, accompanied with. 


lively Faith and Love towards him. | 


33. Frequently when Perſons have firft had the Goſ- 
pel-ground of Relief for loſt Sinners diſcover'd to them, 
they have thought nothing at that Time of their be- 
ing converted: only to ſee that there is ſuch an All- 
{ufficiency in Gop, and ſuch plentiful Proviſion made 
in Cnaisr, after they have been borne down, 2 A. 
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(23), 
Senſe of their Guilt and Fears of Wrath, exceedingly 
refreſhes them; the View is joyful to them, as it is in 
its own Nature glorious, and gives them quite new, 
and more delightful Ideas of Gop and CHRIST, and 
begets in them a ſtrong Reſolution to give up them- 
_ to Gop and his Son, and patiently to wait for 
m. | 
34. It was very wonderful to ſee after what Manner 
Perſons Affections were ſometimes. moved when Gop 
ſuddenly open'd their Eyes, and let into their Minds, 
a Senſe of the Greatneſs of his Grace, and Fulneſs of 
Cusisr, and his Readinefs to ſave. Their joyful Sur- 


prize has cauſed their Hearts as it were to leap, ſo that 


they have been ready to break forth into Laughter, 
Tears often at the ſame Time iſſuing like a Flood, and 
intermingling a loud Weeping : and ſometimes they 
have not been able to forbear crying out with a loud 
Voice, expreſſing their great Admiration. ET, 
Theſe Influences of Gop's Spirit commonly bring an 
extraorninary Conviction of the Reality and Certainty 
of the great Things of Religion (tho' in ſome this 1s 


much greater, ſome time after than at firſty they have 


a Sight and Taſte of the divine Excellency, that there 
is in the Things of the Goſpel, which is more to con- 
vince them, than reading many Volumes of Arguments 
without it. It ſeems to me that in many Inſtances 
when the Glory of the Things of Chriſtianity havebeen 
ſet before Perſons, and they have at the ſame Time 
ſeen, and taſted, and felt the Divinity of them, they 
have been as far from doubting of the Truth of them, 
as they are from doubting whether there be a Sun, when 
their Eyes are open in the Midſt of a clear Hemiſphere, 
and the ſtrong Blaze of his Light overcomes all Objec- 
tions againſt his Being. And yet many of them, if one 
Mould aſk why they believed thoſe Things to be true, 


would not be able well to ſatisfy the Enquirer, and per- 


haps would make no other Anſwer but that they ſee 
them to be true: but a Perſon may ſoon be ſatisfied, by 
a particular Converſation with them, that what they 
mean by ſuch an Anſwer, is, that they have intuitive- 
1y beheld, and immediately felt, moſt powerful Evi- 
dence of Divinity in them. 


Some 
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- 35. Some are this convinced of the Truth of the 
Goſpel in general, and that the Scriptures are the Word 
of Gop : others have their Minds more eſpecially fix*d 
on ſome great Doctrine of the Goſpel, ſome particular 
Truths that they are meditating on; or are in a ſpecial 
Manner convinced of the Divinity of the Things they 
are reading of, in ſome Portion of Scripture. Some 
kave ſuch Convictions in a much more remarkable 
Manner than others. And ſome that never had a ſpe- 
cial Senſe of the Certainty of divine Things impreſſed 
upon them with ſuch inward Evidence, have yet very 
clear Exerciſes of Grace, 7. e. of Love to Gon, Re- 
pent:nce and Holineſs. And if they be more particu- 

arly examin'd, they appear plainly to have a firm Per- 


ſuaſion of the Reality of divine Things, ſuch as the 
had not before. But thoſe that have the moſt clear Diſ- 


coveries of divine Truth, have them not always in the 
ſame Degree. In a dull Frame, Things appear dim to 
what they did before: and tho' there ſtill remains an 
habitual ſtrong Perſuaſion, yet not ſo as to exclude 
Temptations to Unbelief, and all Poſſibility of doubt- 
ing, as before: but then at particular Times, by Gop's 
Help, the Senſe of Things revives, like Fire that lay 
hid in Aſhes. 

36. I ſuppoſe the Grounds of ſuch a Conviction of 
the Truth of divine Things to be juſt and rational, but 


yet in ſome God makes uſe of their own Reaſon much 


more ſenſibly than in others. Oftentimes Perſons have 
(ſo far as could be judged) received the firſt ſavin 
Conviction from Reaſoning, which they have — 
from the Pulpit; and often in the Courſe of Reaſon- 
ing, which they are led into in their own Meditations. 
The Arguments are the ſame that they have heard 
hundreds of Times; but the Force of the Arguments, 
and their Conviction by them, is altogether new; they 
come with a new and before unexperienced Power: 
before they heard it was ſo, and they allow'd it to be 
ſo; but now they ſee it to be ſo indeed. 'Things now 
look exceeding plain to. them, and they wonder that 


they did not ſee them before. 


They are ſo greatly taken with their new Diſcovery, 
and Things appear ſo plain and fo rational to them, that 
5 they 


P 


. 
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they are often at firſt ready to think they can convince 
all Men, and are apt to engage in Talk with every one 
they meet with, almoſt to this End ; and when they are 
diſappointed, are ready'to Wonder that their Reaſon- 

ings make no more Impreſſion. i 
37. They often ſpeak of Things of Religion as ſeem- 
ing new to them; that Preaching is a new Thing; that 
it ſeems to them they never heard Preaching before ; 
that the Bible is a new Book: becauſe they ſee them in 
a new Light. Here was a remarkable Inſtance of an 
aged Woman of above 70 Years, who reading in the 
New Teſtament; concerning Cur 1sT's Sufferings for 
Sinners, ſeem'd to be aſtoniſh'd at what ſhe read, as at 


a Thing that was quite new to her, inſomuch that at 


firſt, before ſhe had Time to turn her Thoughts, ſhe 
wonder'd within herſelf ſhe had never heard of it be- 
fore, but then immediately recollected that ſhe had often 


heard of it, and read it, but never till now ſaw it as a 
Thing real; 4nd then caſt in her Mind, how wonderful 


this was, that the Son of Gov ſhould undergo ſuch 
Things for Sinners, and how ſhe had ſpent her Time 
in ungrateful ſinning againſt ſo good a Go, and ſuch 
a Saviour; tho' ſhewas aPerſon, as to what was viſible, 
of a very blameleſs and inoffenfive Life. And ſhe was 
ſo overcome by thoſe Conſiderations, that her Nature 
was ready to fail. Thoſe that were about her, and 
knew not what was the Matter, were ſurprized, and 
„ 75572 290A ER ETINTE 

38. Many have ſpoken much of their Hearts being 
drawn out in Love to Gop and CirisT, and their 
Minds being wrapt up in' delightful Contemplation of 
the Glory and öslerfel Grace of Gop, and the 
Excellency and dying Love of Jesus CHRIS, and of 
their Souls going forth in longing Deſires after God and 
Chrift. Several of our young Children have expreſſed 
much of'this, and have manifeſted a Willingneſs to 
leave Father and Mother, and all things in the World, 
to go to be with Cux Is r. Some Perſons have had 
ſuch Deſires after Cyr1srT, as to take away their natu- 
ral Strength. Some have been ſo overcome with a 
Senſe of his Love to ſach poor, wretched, and unwor- 
thy Creatures, as to weaken the Body. Several 8 
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have had ſo great a Senſe of the Glory of Gon, and 
Excellency of Chriſt, that Nature and Life have ſeem'd 
almoſt to ſink under it; and in all Probality, if Gop 
had ſhew'd them a little more of himſelf, it would have 
diſſolv'd their Frame. And their Senſe of their own 
exceeding Littleneſs and Vileneſs, has been in Propor- 
tion to their Light and Joy. | 
Such Perſons have commonly appeared with none 
of the aſſuming, and ſelf-conceited, and ſelf-ſufficient, 
Airs of Enthufaſts, but exceedingly the contrary ; be- 
ing eminent for Meekneſs, Modeſty, Self-deffidence, 
and a low Opinion of themſelves : none are ſo ſenſible 
of their need of Inſtruction, and ſo eager to receive it, 


as ſome of them: nor ſo ready to think others better 


than themſelves. And generally they have manifeſted a 


longing to lie low, and in the Duſt before Goo ; withal 


complaining of their not being able to lie low enough. 
They ſpeak much of the Inexpreſſibleneſs of what 
they experience, how their Words fail, ſo that they can 
in no wiſe declare it: of the ſuperlative Excellency of 
that Delight of Soul, which they ſometimes enjoy ; 
how a little of it is ſufficient to pay them for all the 
Pains and Trouble they have gone thro' in ſeeking Sal- 
vation: and of the Senſe which theſe ſpiritual Views 
give them of the Vanity of earthly Enjoyments, how 
mean and worthleſs all theſe 'Things appear to them. 

. 39. Many, while their Minds have been filled with 
ſpiritual Delights, have as it were forgot their Food; 
their bodily Appetite has failed, while their Minds 
have been entertain'd with Meat to eat that others knew 
not of. And the Light and Comfort they enjoy, gives 


a new Reliſh to their common Bleſſings, and cauſe all 


Things about them to appear beautiful, ſweet andplea- 
ſant to them : all Things abroad, the Sun, Moon and 
Stars, the Clouds and Sky, the Heavens and Earth, 
appear as it were with a Caſt of divine Glory and Sweet- 
neſs upon them. But the ſupreme Attention of their 
Minds is to the glorious Excellencies of God and Chriſt, 
which they have iu View; a raviſhing Senſe of God's 
Love accompanying a Senſe.of his Excellency ; and 
of the Faithfulneſs of Gop's Promiſes, as they reſpect 
the future eternal Enjoyment of Gop. 1 

e 


8 F 

The Joy that many of them ſpeak of as that, to 
which none is to be parellel'd ; is that which they find 
when they are loweſt in the Duſt, empty'd moſt of them- 
ſelves, and as it were annihilating themſelves before 
God, when they are nothing, and Goo is all, are ſee- 
ing their own Unworthineſs, depending not at all on 
themſelves, but alone on CHRIST, and aſcribing all 
Glory to Gop: then their Souls are moſt in the Enjoy 
ment of ſatisfying Reſt ; excepting that, as ſuch times, 
they apprehend themſelves to be not ſufficiently ſelf- 
abaſed; for then above all 'i'imes do they long to be 
lower. Some ſpeak much of the exquiſite Sweetneſs, 
and Reſt of Soul that is to be found in Reſignation to 
Gov, and humble Submiſſion to his Will. Many ex- 
preſs earneſt Longings to-praiſe God; but at the ſame 
time complain they can't praiſe him as they would do, 


and they want to have others help them in praiſin 
him: they want to have every one praiſe Gon, pv. 


are ready to call upon every Thing to praiſe him. They 
expreſs a longing Deſire to live to Gop's Glory, and 
to do ſomething to his Honour ; but at the ſame time 
cry out of their Inſufficiency and Barrenneſs, that they 
are por impatent Creatures, can ao nothing of themſelves, 
and are utterly inſufficient to glirify their Creator and Re- 
deemer. 

40. While Gop was ſo remarkably preſent amongſt 
us by his Spirit, there was no Book ſo delighted in as 
the Bible ; eſpecially the Book of Pſalms, the Prophecy 
of [/aiah, and the New-Teſtament. Some by reaſon of 
their Eſteem and Love to Gop's Word, have at ſome 


times been greatly and wonderfully affected at the Sight 


of a Bible: and then alſo, there was no Time fo pri- 
zed as the Lord's-Day, and no Place in this World fo 
defiredas Gop's Houſe. Our Converts remarkably ap- 
pear'd united in dear Affection to one another, and 
many have expreſſed much of that Love which they 
felt to all Mankind ; and particularly to thoſe that had 
been leaſt friendly to them. Never, I believe, was fo 
much done in confeſſing Injuries, and making up Dif, 
ferences as the laſt Year, Perſons after their own Con- 
verſion, have commonly expreſſed an exceeding Deſire 
for the Converſion of others: ſome have thought that 


they 
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they ſhould be willing to die for the Converſion of any 
Soul, tho' of one of the meaneſt of their Fellow-Crea- 
tures, or of their worſt Enemies; and many have in- 
deed been in great Diſtreſs with Deſires and Longings 
for it. This Work of Gop had alſo a good Effect to 
unite the People's Affections to their Miniſter. 
There are ſome Perſons that I have been acquainted 
with, but more eſpecially two, that have been ſwal- 
lowed up exceedingly with a Senſe of the awful Great- 
neſs and Majeſty of God; and both of them told me 
to this Purpoſe, that if-they in the Time of it, had 
had the leaſt Fear that they were not at Peace 
withthis ſo great a God, they ſhould inſtantly have 
died. 7 | 
4. But there is an endleſs Variety in the particular 
Manner and Circumſtances in whichPerſons are wrought 
on and an Opportunity of ſeeing ſo much of ſuch a 
Work of God, will ſhew that God is further from con- 
fining himſelf to certain Steps, and a particular Method 
in his Work on Souls, than ſome imagine. I believe 
it has occaſioned ſome amongſt us, that were before 
too ready to make their own Experiences a Rule to o- 
thers, to be leſs cenſorious, and this is an excellent Ad- 
vantage indeed : that this Variety both has diſplay'd 
the Manifoldneſs and Unſearchableneſs of the Wiſdom 
of God, and wrought more Charity amongſt his People. 
41. I think the main Ground of Doubts and Fears 
in Perſons, after their Converſion, has been that they 
have found ſo much Corruption remaining in their 
Hearts. At firſt their Souls are all alive, their Hearts 
are fixed, and their Affections flowing; they live above 
the World, and meet with but little Difficulty in reli- 
gious Exerciſes. And they are ready to think it will 
always be ſo : tho' they are truly abaſed under a Senſe 
of their Vileneſs, by reaſon of former Sin, yet they 
are not then ſufficiently ſenſible what Corruption till 
remains in their Hearts; and therefore are ſurprized 
when they find that they begin to be dull and dead, to 
be troubled with wondering Thoughts in the Time of 
Public and private Worſhip ; and to be utterly unable 
to keep. themſelves from them ; alſo when they find 
themſelves unaffected at Seaſons in which they Shak 
x there 
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there is the greateſt Occaſion to be affected; and when 


they feel worldly Diſpoſitions working in them, and it 
may be Pride, Envy, or Stirrings of Revenge; their 
Hearts are almoſt ſunk with the Diſappointment; and 
they are ready preſently to think that all this they have 
met with is nothing, and that they are mere Hy pocrites. 

They are ready to aigue, that if Gop had indeed 
done ſuch great Things for them, ſuch Ingratitude 
would be inconſiſtent with it: they cry out of the 
Hardneſs and Wickedneſs of their Hearts; and ſay 
there is ſo much Corruption, that it ſeems to them im- 
PYfible that there ſhould be any Goodneſs there: and many 
of them ſeem to be more ſenfible how corrupt their 
Hearts are, than ever they were before they had Faith, 
But in Truth, the Caſe is, that now they feel the Pain 
of their own Wounds ; they have a watchful Eye upon 
their Hearts that they don't uſe to have : they take 
more Notice what Sin is there, and Sin is now no 


more burthenſome to them, they ſtrive more againſt it, 


and feel more of the Strength of it. 

They are ſurprized that they ſhould find themſelves 
ſo different from the Idea that they generally had en- 
tertain'd of Believers ; for tho' Faith be indeed of a far 
more excellent Nature than they imagin'd : yet thoſe 
that believe have much more -remaining Corruption, 
than they.thought. 'They never realiz'd it, that Perſons 
were wont to meet with Difficulties, after they were 
once converted. But on a Return of the Influences of 
the Spirit of Gop, the Light breaks thro' the Cloud, 
and Doubting and Darkneſs vaniſh away. 

Perſons are often revived by religious Converſation : 
while they are talking cf divine Things, or ever they 
are aware, their Souls are carried away into holy Exer- 
ciſes with abundant Pleaſure. 'And often while they are 
relating their paſt Experiences, the ſame Experiences 
are renew'd. Sometimes they have Scriptures, one af- 
ter another, coming to their Minds, to anſwer their 
Scruples and unravel their Difficulties, excecding oppo- 
lite and proper to their Circumſtances, by which Means 
their Darkneſs is ſcatter'd ; and often before any new 


remarkable Comforts, eſpecially after a long centinued 


Deadneſs, there are renewed Humblings, in a great 
$ 9 C 2 Senſe 
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Senſe of their own exceeding Vileneſs and Unworthi- 
neſs, as bſore their firſt Comforts were beſtowed. 


4342. Many in the Country have entertained a mean 


Thought of this great Work, from what they have 
heard of Impreſſions made on Perſons — 
But their have been exceeding great Miſrepreſentations 
and innumerable falſe Reports concerning that Matter. 
It is not, that I know of, the Opinion of any one Per- 
ſon in the Town, that any Weight is to be laid on any 
thing ſeen with the bodily Eye: I know the contrary 
to be a receiv'd and eſtabliſh'd Principle amongſt us, 
I cannot ſay that there have been no Inſtances of Per- 


ſons that have been ready to give too much heed to uſe- 


leſs Imagination, but they have been eaſily corrected, 


and it will not be wondered at, that a Congregation 
' mould need a Guide in ſuch Caſes, to aſſiſt them in 


diſtinguiſhing Wheat from Chaff. But ſuch Impreſſions 
on the Imagination as have been more uſual, ſeem to 
me to be no other, than what is to be expected in hu- 
man Nature in ſuch Circumſtances, and what is the 
natural Reſult of Impreſſions on the Heart. 
Ido not ſuppoſe that they themſelves imagined that 
they ſaw any thing with their bodily Eyes; but only 
have had within them Ideas ſtrongly impreſſed, and as 
it were, lively Pictures in their Minds: as for Inftance, 
ſome when in great Terrors, thro' Fear of Hell, have 
had lively Ideas of a dreadful Furnace. When ſome 
were greatly moved with a Senſe of the Excellency of 
. Carr, together with a Senſe of his glorious ſpiritual 
Perfections, there has riſen in the Mind an Idea of 
one of glorious Majeſty, and of a ſweet and gracious 
Aſpect: and ſome. when greatly affected with CR is T's 
Death, had at the ſame Jime a lively Idea of Cux is 
hanging upon the Croſs, and of his Blood running from 


his Wounds; which Things won't be wonder'd at by 


them that have obſerv'd how ſtrong Affections about 
temporal Matters will excite lively Ideas of different 
Things in the Mind. 1's 1925 11 | : 
There have indeed been ſome few Inſtances, of Im- 
preſſions on Perſon's Imaginations, that have been myſ- 
terious to me, and I have been at a Loſs about them; 
for tho' it has Leen exceeding evident 40 me by many 
* | D Things 
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Things that appear'd in them, both then (when they 
related them) and afterwards, that they indeed had a 
great Senſe of the ſpiritual Excellency of divine Things 
accompanying them ; yet I have not been able well to 
ſatisfy myſelf, whether their imaginary Ideas have been 
more than could naturally ariſe from the ſpiritual Senſe 
of Things. However, I have uſed the utmoſt Caution 
in ſuch Caſes ; and great Care has been taken both in 
public and in private to teach Perſons the Difference 
between what is ſpiritual and what is imaginary. I 
have often warned Perſons not to lay the Streſs of their 
Hope on any Ideas of any outward Glory, or any ex- 
ternal Thing whatſoever, and have met with no Op- 
poſition in ſuch Inſtructions. But it is not ſtrange if 
{ome weaker Perſons, in giving an Account of their 
Experiences, have not fo prudently diſtinguiſhed be- 
tween the ſpiritual and imaginary Part ; which thoſe 
that have not been well affected to Religion, might 
take Advantage of. 

43. But to give a clearer Idea of the Nature and 
Manner of the Operation's of God's Spirit in this won- 
derful Effuſion of it, I would give an Account of two 
particular Inſtances. The firſt is an adult Perſon, a 
young Woman, whoſe Name was 44igai/ Hutchinſon, I 
pitch upon her eſpecially, becauie ſhe is now dead, and 
ſo it may be more fit to ſpezk freely of her than of liv- 
ing Inſtances; tho' J am under far greater Diſadvan- 
tages, on other Accounts, to give a full and clear Nar- 
rative of her Experiences, nor can any Account be gi- 
ven but what has been retained in the Memories of her 
near Friends and ſome others, of what they have heard 
her expreſs in her Life-time. 

She was of a rational, underſtanding Family ; there 

could be nothing in her Education that tended to En- 
thuſiaſm, but rather to the contrary Extreme. She was 
before her Converſion to the Obſervation of her Neigh- 
bours, of a ſober and inoffenfive Converſation ; ard 
was a ftill, quiet, reſerv'd Perſon. She had long been 


- infirm of Body, but her Infirmity had never been ob- 


ſerv'd at all to incline her to be notional or fanciſul, or 
to occaſion any thing of religions Melancholy. She 


was under Awakening: ſcarcely a Week, before there 
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thing to relieve her, till her Eyes was ſo dim, that ſhe 
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ſeem'd to be plain Evidence of her being ſavingly 
chang'd. 5 

She was firſt awakened in the Winter, on a Monday, 
by ſomething ſhe heard her Brother ſay of the Neceſſity 
of being in good Earneſt in ſeeking Cux is, together 
with the News of the Converſion of another young Wo- 
man. This News wrought much upon her, and ſtirr'd 
up a Spirit of Envy in her towards this young Woman, 
whom ſhe thought very unworthy of being diftinguiſh'd 
from others by ſuch a Mercy ; but withal it engaged 


her in a firm Reſolution to do her utmoſt to obtain the 


ſame Bleſſing, and conſidering with herſelf what Courſe 
ſhe ſhould take, ſhe thought: ſhe. had not a ſufficient 
Knowledge of the Principles of Religion : whereupon 
ſhe reſolved throughly to ſearch the Scriptures; and 
accordingly immediately began at the Beginning of the 
Bible, intending to read it through. She continued. 
thus till Thur/day, and then there was a ſudden Alte- 
ration by a great Increaſe of her Concern in an extra- 
ordinary Senſe of her own Sinfulneſs, particularly the. 
Sinfulneſs of her Nature and Wickedneſs:of.her Heart, 
-which came upon her (as ſhe expreſſed it) as a Flath of 
Lightning, and ſtruck her into an. exceeding Terror. 
Upon which ſhe left off reading the Bible in courſe as 
ſhe had begun, and turn'd to the New-Teftament, to 
ſee if ſhe could find ſome Relief for her diſtreſſed Soul. 
44. Her great Terror, ſhe ſaid, was, ſhe had finned a- 
gainſt GOD: her Diſtreſs grew more and more for three 
Days; until (as ſhe ſaid) ſhe ſaw nothing but Blackneſs of 
Darkneſs. before ker, ard her tery Fleſh trembled fir fears 


„GOD“, Wrath. She wondred and was aſtoniſted at ber- 


ell, that ſbe had been jo concerned for her Bodr, and had 
applied ſo often to Phyſicians ts heal that, and had neg lected 
ber Soul. Her Sinfulneſs appear'd with a very awful 
Aſpect to her, eſpecially in three Things, viz. her 
Original Sin, her Sin of murmuring at Gov's Provi- 
dence, in the Weakneſs ſhe had been under, and in 
Want of Duty to her Parents, tho' others had look'd 
upon her to excel in Dutiſulneſs. On Saturday, ſhe 
was ſo earneſtly engaged in reading the Bible and o- 
ther Books, that ſhe continued in it, ſearching for ſome- 
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could not know the Letters. Whilſt ſhe was thus en- 
gaged in Reading, Prayer, and other religious Exer- 
cies, ſhe thought of theſe Words of Ca is, wherein 
he warns us not to be as the Heathen, that think they 
ſhall be heard for their much ſpeaking; which, ſhe ſaid, 
led her to fee that ſhe had truſted to her own Prayers 
and religious Performances, and now ſhe was put to a 
Nonplus, and knew not which Way to turn herſelf, or 
where to ſeek Relief. 

While her Mind was in this Poſture, her Heart, ſhe 
ſaid; ſeem'd to fly to the Miniſter for Refuge, hoping 
that he could give her ſome Relief. She came the ſame 
Day to her Brother, with the Countenance of a Perſon 
in Diſtreſs, expoſtulating with him, why he had not 
told her more of her Sinfulneſs, and earneſtly enquiring 
of him what ſhe ſhould do. She ſeem'd that Day to 
feel in herſelf an Enmity againſt the Bible, which great- 
ly affrighted her. Her Senſe of her own exceeding Sin- 
fulneſs continued increaſing from Thur/aay till Mndar; 
and ſhe gave this Account of it, that it had been an 
Opinion, which til! now ſhe had entertain'd, that ſhe 
was not guilty of Adam's Sin; but that now ſhe ſaw ſhe 
was guilty of that Sin, and all over defiled by it; and 
that the Sin hich ſhe brought into the World with 
her, was alone ſufficient to condemn her. 

45. On the Sabbath-day ſhe was fo ill that her Friends 
thought it not beſt that ſhe ſhould go to public Wor- 
ſhip, of which ſhe ſeem'd very defirous : but when ſhe 
went to Bed on the Sabbath-day Night, ſhe took up 
a Reſolution that ſhe would the next Morning go to 
the Miniſter. As ſhe awaked on Monday Morning, a 
little before Day, ſhe wonder'd within herſelf at the 
Calm ſhe felt in her Mind, which was of that Kind 
which ſhe never felt before. As ſhe thought of this, 


ſuch Words as theſe were in her Mind; The Words of 


the Lord are pure Words, Health to the Soul, and Marrow 
to the Bones; and then theſe Words, the Blood of Chriſt 


cleanſeth from all Sin; which were accompanied with 


a lively Senſe of the Excellency of Cuxtsr, and his 
Sufficiency to ſatisfy for the Sins of the whole World. 


She then thought of that Expreſſion, It is a pleaſant 
Thing far the Eyes to behold the Sun; which Words then 
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feem's to her to be very applicable to Jesus Curr3T.. 
By theſe Things her Mind was exceeding full of 
Joy. She told her Brother in the Morning that ſhe 
had ſeen (i. e. by Faith) CarisT the /oft Night, and 
that ſhe had really thought that ſbe had nit Know!de e- 
nough to be converted; but, ſays ſhe, Gop can make it 
guite eaſy ! On Monday ſne felt all Day a conftant Sweet- 
neſs in her Soul. She had a Repetition of the ſame 
Diſcoveries of Car is r three Mornings together, that 
ſhe had on Monday Morning, and much in the ſame 
Manner, at each Time, waking a little before Day ; 
but brighter and brighter every Time. 

46. At the laſt Time on We7ne/day Morning, while 
in the Enjoyment of a ſpiritual View of Chriſt's Glory 
and Fulneſs, her Soul was filled with Diſtreſs for Un- 
believers, to conſider what a miſerable Condition they 
were in: and ſhe felt in herſelf a ſtrong Inclination 
immediately to go forth to warn Sinners; and propos d 
it the next Day to her Brother to aſſiſt her in going 
from Houſe to Houſe ; but her Brother reſtrain'd her, 
telling her of the Unſuitableneſs of ſuch a Method. 
She told one of her Siſters that Day, that ſhe loved / 
Mankind, but eſpecia'ly the People of GOD. Her Siſter 
aſked her why ſhe loved all Mankind? She reply'd, e- 


cauſe GOD bath made them. After this, there happen'd 


to come into the Shop where ſhe was at work, three 
Perſons that were thought to be lately converted. Her 
feeing them as as they ſtep'd in, ſo drew forth her Love 
to them, that it overcame her, and ſhe almoſt fainted: 
and when they began to talk of the Things of Religi- 
on, it was more than ſhe could bear; they were oblig'd 
to ceaſe on that Account. Itwas a very frequent thing: 
with her to be overcome with a Flow of Affection to 
them that ſhe thought Godly, in Converſation with: 
them, and ſometimes only at the Sight of rhem. 

47. She had many extraordinary Diſcoveries of the 
Glory of Gop and Cyr 1sT ; ſometimes in ſome parti- 
cular Attributes, and ſometimes in many. She gave an 


Account that once, as thoſe four Words. paſſed thro? 


her Mind, W1spom, Jus rio, Goopness and FRUTH, 
her Soul was filled with a Senſe of the Glory of each 
of theſe divine Attributes, but eſpecially the. laſt ; 

TRUTH, 


re 


1 


voy 
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Turn, ſaid ſhe, /unk the deepeſt } and therefore 3s 
theſe Words paſſed, this was repeated, TRUTH, T rum 1! 
her Mind was ſo ſwallow'd up with a Senſe of the Glo- 
ry of Gob's 7r:th, and other Perfections, that ſhe ſaid, 
it jeemed as tho) her Life was going, and that ſhe /aw it 
was eaſy with GOD t take away ber Life by Diſcoveries 
F himje/f. Soon after this ſhe went to a private reli- 
uu Meeting, and her Mind was full of a Senſe and 
View of the Glory of Gov all the Time; and when 
the Exerciſe was ended, ſomeaſk'd her concerning what 
ſhe had experienced : and ſhe began to give them ag 
Account; but as ſhe was relating it, ſhe received ſuch a 
Senſe of the ſame Things, that her Strength failed ; and 
they were obliged to take her, and lay her upon the 
Bed. Afterwards ſhe was greatly affected, and rejoiced 
with theſe Words, Wertihy is the Lamb that toas flain. 
48. She had ſeveral Days together a ſweet Senſe of 
the Lovelineſs of Cyr 1sT in his Meekneſs, which diſ- 


pPoſed her continually tobe repeating over theſe Words, 


MEEK AND LowLY In HEART, MEEK AND LowLY 
in HEART. She once expreſſed herſelf to one of her 
Siflers, to this Purpaſe, that ſhe had continued ho? 
Days and whole Nights, in a conſtant raviſhing View of 
the Glory of Gop and CHRIST, having enj qed as much 
as ber Life cauld bear. Once as her Brother was ſpeak- 
ing of the dying Love of Cuxis r, ſhe told him that 
ſhe had ſuch a Senſe of it, that the meer mentioning it 
was ready to overcome her. 

Once, when ſhe came to me, ſhe told how at ſuch 


and ſuch a Time ſhe though ſhe ſaw as much of Gop, 


and had as much Joy and Pleaſure as was poſſible in this 
Life, and that yet afterwards God diſcover'd himſelf 
far more abundantly, and ſhe ſaw the ſame Things 
more clearly and in an other, and far more excellent and 
delightful Manner, and was filled with a more exceed- 
3ng Sweetneſs. She likewiſe gave me ſuch an Account 
of the Senſe ſhe once had from Day to Day of the 
Glory of Cur1sT and of Goo, in his various Attri- 
butes, that it ſeem'd to me ſhe dwelt for Days together 
in a kind of beatific Viſion of Gop ; and ſeem'd to have 
as immediate Intercourſe with him, as a Child with a 
Father: and at the ſame time, ſhe appear'd moſt re- 
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mote from any high Thought of herſelf, and of her own 
Sufficiency ; but was like a little Child, and expreſſed a 
great Deſire to be inſtructed, telling them that ſhe long- 
ed very often to come to me for Inſtruction, and wanted 
td live at my Houſe, that I might tell her her Duty. 
49. She often expreſſed a Senſe of the Glory of Gop 
appearing in the Trees, and Growth of the Fields, and 
other Worksof Gop's Hands. She told her Siſter that 
lived near the Heart of the Town, that ſhe once thought 
it a pleaſant thing to live in the Middle of the Town, 
but now, ſays ſhe, I think it much more pleaſant to fit and 
fee the Wind blnwing the Trees, and to behold in the Country 


what GOD has made. She had ſometimes the power- 


ful Breathings of the Spirit of Gop on her Soul, while 


| —_— the Scripture, and would expreſs a Senſe that 


ſhe had of the certain Truth and Divinity thereof. She 
ſometimes would appear with a pleaſant Smile on her 
Countenance ; and when her Siſter took Notice of it, 
and aſked why ſhe ſmiled, ſhe replied, I am brim-full of 
a ſcuect Feeling within! She often uſed to expreſs how 
good aud feveet it was to lie low before GOD, and the 
lower (ſays ſhe) the better! and that it was pleaſant to 
think of lying in the Duſt, all the Days of her Life, mourn- 
ing for Sin, She was wont to manifeſt a great Senſe of 
her own Meanneſs and Dependance. She often ex- 
preſſed an exceeding Compaſſion, and pityful Love, 
which ſhe found in her Heart towards Perſons that knew 
nat Chrift ; which was ſometimes ſo ſtrong, that as ſhe 
was paſſing by ſuch in the Streets, or thoſe that ſhe 
feared were ſuch, ſhe would be overcome by the Sight 
of them. She once ſaid, that ſhe /onged to have the World 
Javea, ſhe wanted, as it were, te pull them all to her; 
ſhe could rot bear to have one loft. 

50. She had great Longings to die, that ſhe might 
be with CHRIS TH; which increaſed till ſhe thought ſhe 
did not know how to be patient to wait till Gop's 
Time ſhould come. But once when ſhe felt thoſe 
Longings, ſhe thought with herſelf, JI long to die, 

10 do I go to Phyficians ? Whence ſhe concluded that 
her Longings for Death were not well regulated. After 
this ſhe often put it to herſelf, which ſhe ſhould chufe, 
whether to live or to die, to be ſick or to be well, oo 

e 
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ſhe found the could not tell, till at laſt ſhe found herſelf 


- diſpoſed to ſay theſe Words, I am quite willing to live, 


and quite willing to die; quite willing to be fich,. and quite 


' willing to be well; and quite willing for any thing that 
OD will bring upon me! And then, ſaid ſhe, I felt my- 
fel perfeftly eaſy, in a full Submiſſion to the Will of 


ob. She then lamented much, that ſhe had been ſo 
eager in her Longings for Death, as it argued want of 
Refignation to 212 She ſeem'd henceforward to 


continue in this reſign'd Frame till Death. 
4 St Aſter this her IIlneſs increaſed upon her: and once 
af 


er ſhe had fpent the Foe Part of the Night in ex- 


tream Pain, ſhe'awaked out of a little Sleep with theſe 
Words in her Heart and Mouth; 7 am wilting to /nffer 
Ir Chrift”s Sate, Fam willing to ſpend and be ſpent for 


Chrift's Sake, I am willing to ſpend my Life, even my very 


Li for Chrifi*s Sate] And tho' ſhe had an. extraordi- 
.* nary Reſignation, with reſpect to Life or Death, yet 


the Thoughts of Death were exceeding ſweet to her. 


At a time when her Brother was reading in Job, con- 
cerning Worms feeding on the dead Body, ſhe appear'd 
with a pleaſant Smile, and being enquired of about it, 


ſhe faid, it was fweet to her to think of her being in 
ſuch Circumſtances. * At another Time, when her 


Brother mentioned the Danger there feemed to be, 
that the IIlneſs ſne then labour'd under, might be an 
Oecaſion of her Death, it filled her with Joy that almoſt 
overcame her. At another time, when ſhe met a Com- 


pany following a Corpſe to the Grave, the ſaid, it was 


' ſweet to her to think, that they would in a little Time 
elle her a ie nner e257 956097 te 


52. Her Illneſs in the latter Part of it. was ſeated 


much in her Throat; and ſwelling inwardly, filled up 
the Pipe, ſo that ſhe cbuld fwallow nothing. but What 
was perfectly Liquid, and but very little of that, and 


with great and long Struglings and Stranglings, that 


Which the took in, flying out at her Noſtrils, till ſheat 

laſt could ſwallow nothing at all. She had a raging 
Appetitè to Food, ſo that ſhe told her Siſter, hen talk 
ing with her about her Circumſtances, that the worſt Bit 
| ſhe threw to her Swine would beſweet to her; butwhen 
' ſhe ſaw tat ſhe could not — it, ſhe ſeemed to 


be 
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be perfealy contented without it, as if ſhe had no 


Appetite to it. Others were greatly moy'd to ſee what 


ſhe underwent, and were filled with Admiration at her 
unexampled Patience. At a Time when the was firiv- 
ing in vain to get down a little Food, ſomething liquid, 
and was very much ſpent with it; ſhe looked upon 


ner Siſter with a Smile, ſaying, O Sifter, thes is fer my 


(004 ! At another Time, when her Siſter was ſpeaking 


of what ſhe underwent, ſhe told her, that ſhe /iried a 


Heaven upon Earth for all that She uſed ſometimes to 
ſay to her Siſter, under her extreme Sufferings, It is 


good to be jv! Her Siſter once aſked her, why ſhe ſaid 


ſo, Why, ſaid ſhe, b-cav/e G O D would have it ſa: it is 


. beft that Things ſhould be as GOD. would have:them : It 


looks Get tome. After her Confinement, as they were 


leading her from the Bed to the Door, ſhe ſeem'd over- 
come by the Sight of Things abroad, as ſhewing forth 


the Glory of the Being that made them. As ſhe lay on 
her Death bed, ſhe would often ſay theſe Words, Gop 
is my Friend] And once looking apon her Siſter, with a 
Smile, ſaid, O Sifter ! how good it is! how ſcoect and 


comfortable it it to confider, and think of heavenly Things ! 


She expreſſed on her Death- bed an exceeding Long- 
ing, both for Perſons in a natural State, that they might 
be converted, and for Believers that they might ſee and know 


. more of God. And when thoſe that looked upon them- 
ſelves as Unbelievers came to ſee her, ſhe would be 


reatly-moved with compaſſionate Affection. The ſame 
eek that ſhe died, when ſhe was in diſtreſſing Circum- 
flances as to her Body, ſome, of the, Neighbours that 
came to ſee her, aſk'd if ſhe was willing to die? She 


reply d, that ſhe was guite willing either to live or die; 


ſpe was willing to be in Pain; ſhe was willing to be ſo 4. 
ways as. ſhe was then, if that was the Will of GOD. Se 
toilled what GOD wiiled, They aſk'd her whether ſhe 
was willing, to die that Night? She anſwer'd, yes, if i 


| beGod's Will. And ſeem'd to ſpeak all with that perfect 
Com poſure of Spirit, and with ſuch a chearful and plea 


ſant Countenance, that it filled them with Admiration 
53. She was very weak a conſiderable Time before 


he died, having-pined away with Famine and Thirſt, ſe 
that her Fleſh {jcem'd to be dried upon her- Bones; and 


there 
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therefore could ſay but Itttle, and manifeſted her Mind 
very much by Signs. She ſaid ſhe had Matter enevgh 60 
fill up all her Time with Talk, if ſhe had but Strength. A 
few Days before her Death, ſome aſk'd her, whether 
ſhe was afraid to die? She anſwer'd to this Purpoſe, that 
the had not the leaſt Drgree of Fear of Death. They 
aſk*d her why he world be fo confiaent ? She anſwer d, /f 
J. fhould jay otherwije, I freuld ſpeak contrary io what I 
know ; there is, ſays the, indeed a dark Entry, that louks 
fomething dark, but on the other Side there app-ars ſuch a 
bright ſhining Light, that I cannot be afraid! She ſaid not 
long before the died, that e uſcd ts be afraid be fhe 
ſhould grapple with Death; but, ſays ſhe, GOD has ſhewed 
me that he can make it eaſy in great Pain. Several Days 
before ſhe died, ſhe could ſcarcely ſay any thing but 
juſt yes and 1, to Queſtions that were a{k'd her, for ſhe 
ſeem'd to be dy ing for three Days together; but ſeem d 
to continue in aſweet Compoſure of Soul, without In- 

terruption, to the laſt, and died as a Perſon that went 
to Sleep, without any Struggling, about Noon, on 
Friday, Jure 27, 1743. 

I proceed to the other Inſtance. Her Name is Phebe 
Bartlet, Daughter of William Bartlet, I ſhall give the 
Account as I took it from the Mouths of her Parents, 
whoſe Veracity none that know them doubt of. 

She was born in March, in the Year 1731. About 
the latter End of April, or Beginning of May, 1735, 
ſhe was greatly affected by the Talk of her Brother, 
who had been converted a little before, at about eleven 
Years of Age, and then ſeriouſly talked to her about 
the great Things of Religion. Her Parents did not 
know of it at that Time, and were not wont, in the 
Counſels they gave to their Children, particularly to 
direct themſelves to her, by reaſon of her being fo 
young, and as they ſuppoſed not capable of Under- 
ſtanding. But after her Brother had talked to her, they 
obſerv'd her very earneſtly to liſten to the Advice they 
gave to the other Children; and ſhe was obſerv'd very 
conſtantly to retire, ſeveral Times in a Day, for ſecret 
Prayer. She grew more and more engaged in Religion, 
and was more frequent in her Cloſet ; till at laſt ſhe 
was wont to viſit ĩt fivè or fix Times in a Day, and was 


ſo 
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ſo engag'd in it, that nothing would at any Time divert, 
her, either by putting it out of her Thoughts, or o- 


therwiſe engaging her Inclinations. 


55. She once of her own Accord ſpake of her Un- 
ſucceſsfulneſs, in that ſhe could not find Gop. But on 


Thurſday, the laſt Day of Fuly, about the Middle of. 
the Day, the Child being in the Cloſet, where ſhe uſed. 
to retire, her Mother heard her ſpeaking aloud, which, 


was unuſual, and never had been obſerv'd before; and 


her Voice ſeem'd to be as of one exceeding importu- 
nate; but her Mother could diſtinctly hear only theſe 
Words (ſpoken in her childiſh Manner, but with ex- 
traordinary Earneſtneſs) Pray b/efjed Lord give me Sal- 


cation! I PRAY, BEG, pardon all mySins ! When the 


Child had done Prayer, ſhe came out of the Cloſet, and 
came and {at down by her Mother, and cried out aloud, 


Her Mother .carneſtly aſk'd her ſeveral Times, what 


the Matter was, before ſhe would make any. Anſwer ; 
but the, continued exceedingly crying, and wreathing 
her Body to and fro, like one in Anguiſh of Spirit. Her 
Mother then aſk'd her whether ſhe was afraid that God. 
would not give her Salvation. She then anſwer'd. Jg, 

1am afraid I hall go to Hell! Her Mother then endea- 
vour'd to quiet her, and told her ſhe would not have. 
Ar cry, foe muſs be a good Girl, and pray every Day, and, 
ſhe hoped GO D would give her Salvation. But this did 

not quiet her at all; > 

crying, and began to ſmile, and preſently ſaid with a 
{miling Countenance, Mother, the Kingdom of Heaven, 
7s come tome ! Her Mother was ſurprized at the ſudden- 


Alteration, and at the Speech ; and knew not what to, - 


make of it, but at firſt ſaid nothing to her. The Child 
preſently ſpake again, and ſaid, There is, anther come 
to me, and there is andther, there is three ; and being, 
aſk' d what ſhe meant, ſhe anſwer'd, one is, Thy Will be 
done, aud there is another, Enjoy him for cer; by which, 
it ſeems that when the Child ſaid, there is three come to, 
aue, ſhe meant three Paſſages of the Catechiſm that 
came to her Mind 2 1 

56. After the Child had ſaid this, ſhe retired again 
into her Cloſet; and her Mother went over to her Bro- 


ther's, who was next Neighbour ; and when ſhe came 


back 


x — 


ut ſne continued thus earneſtly, 


crcaled, her Siſſer Eqgice _ hy her, ſhe burſt out a- 
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back, the Child being come out of the Cloſet, meets 
her Mother with this chearful Speech, 7:2» fr4 GOD 
now! referring to what ſhe had before complained of, 
that ſhe could not find Gop. Then the Child ſpoke 
again, and ſaid, I /ove GOD ! her Mother aſked her, 
how well fhe loved GOD, whether ſbe loved GOD bitter 
than her Sifter Rachel did? She anſwer'd, ys, 4.trer 
than any Thing ! Then her eldeſt Sifter, referring to her 
Saying, /be could nut find GOD now, aſk'd her where ſhe: 
ruld fird GOD ? She anſwer'd, in Heaven. Why, ſaid. 
ſhe, have you been in Heaven? No, ſaid the Child. By 
this it ſeems not to have been any Imagination or any 
Thing ſeen with bodily Eyes, that ſhe called God, 
when ſhe ſaid, I can find Goo now. Her Mother 
aſk d her whether ſhe was raid F going to Hell, and. 


that had made her cry. She anſwer'd, %%, / was; but 


x0 I ſhan't. Her Mother aſk'd her whether ſhe: 
thought that Gop had given her Salvation: ſhe an- 
{wer'd, yes. Her Mother aſk'd her, ben? She an- 
ſwer' d, te- day. She appear'd all that afternoon exceed- 
ing joy ful One of the Neighbours aſk d her, how 
ſhe felt herſelf? She anſwer d, I feel better than ever 7 
did. The Neighbour aſk d her, what made her feel 
better: ſhe anſwer'd, GOD makes me. I hat Evening 
as the lay a- bed, ſhe called one of her little Couſins that 
was preſent in-the Room, as having ſomething to ſay to 
to him; and when he came, ſhe told him, that H aver 
was better than Earth, The next Day being Friday, her 


Mother aſking her her Catechiſm, aſk'd ber what GOD 


made ber for? She anſwer'd, to ſerve bim, and added, 
crery one ſhould ſerve GOD and get Chriſt. 
57. The ſame Day the elder Children, when they 


came home from School, ſeem'd much affeted with 


the Change in Phebe: and her Siſter 45igai/ ſtanding 


by, her Mother took Occafion to counſel her, now to 


improve her Time, to prepare for another World: on 
which Phebe burſt out in Tears, and cried out Poor 
Nadbby! Her Mother told her ſhe would not have her 
cry, ſhe hoped that Gop would give Nabby Salvation; 
but that did not quiet her, but ſhe continued. earneſtly 
crying for ſome time ; and when ſhe had in a Meaſure 


gain 
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gain, and cried, Poor Eunice! and cryed exceedingly ; 
and when ſhe had almoft done, ſhe went into another 
Room, and there look'd upon her Sifter Naomi; and 
burſt out again, crying Poor amy Her Mother was 
greatly affected, and knew not what to ſay. One of 
the Neighbours coming in a little after, aſt d her what 

ſne had cried for. She ſeem'd at firſt backward to tell. 
the Reaſon: her Mother told her ſhe might tell that 


Perſon; upon which ſhe ſaid, ſhe cried becauſe fe was 
afraid they would go to Hell. | | 


. 


5 8. At Night a Miniſter, that was occafionally in the 
Town, was at the Houſe, and talked conſiderably with 
her, of the Things of Religion ; andafter he was gone, 
ſhe ſat leaning on the Table, with Tears running out of 
her Eyes: and being aſk'd what made her cry, ſhe ſaid 
it was thinking about GOD. The next Day being S4- 
mrday, ſhe ſeem'd great Part of the Day to be in a very 
affectionate Frame, had four Turns of Crying, and 
ſeem'd to endeavour to curb herſelf, and hide her 
"Tears, and was very backward to talk of the Occaſion 
of it. On the Sabbath day ſhe was aſk'd whether ſhe be- 
lieved in Gop; ſhe anſwer'd yes: and being told that 
Cux list was the Son of Gop, ſhe made ready Anſwer, 
and ſaid, I know it. 5 
From this Time there has appeard a very remarka- 
die Change in the Child: ſhe has been very ſtrict upon 

the Sabbath, and ſeems to long for the Sabbath - day 
before it comes, and will often in the Week - time be 
wnquiring how long it is to the Sabbath day, and muſt 
have the Days particularly counted over that are be- 
tween, before ſhe will be contented. And ſhe ſeems to 
Jove Gop's Houſe, and is very eager togothither: her 
Mother once aſk'd her why ſhe had ſuch a Mind to go? 
whether it was to ſee fine Folks? She ſaid v0, it was to 
Star Mr. Edwards preach. When ſhe is in the Place of 
Worſhip, ſhe is very far from ſpending her Time there 
as Children of her Age uſually do, but appears with 
deep Attention. She alſo appears very deſirous at all 
Opportunities to go to private religious Meetings; and 
is very till and attentive at home in Prayer-time, and 
has appear'd affected in Time of Family-prayer. She 
ſeems to delight much in hearing religious Converſa- 
' tion 


Mind. Particularly, about the beginning of Member, 
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tion: when I once was there with ſome others that 
were Strangers, and talked to her ſomething of Religi- 
on, ſhe ſeem'd more than ordinary attentive 3 and when 
we were gone, ſhe look'd out very wiſhfully after us, 
and ſaid, I wiſh they would come again Her Mother. 
aſk d her why : ſays ſhe, 7 /ove to hear them talk! 
59. She ſeems to have very much of the Fear of 
Gop before her Eyes, and an extraordinary Dread of 
Sinz of which her Mother mentioned the following, 
remarkable Inſtance. Some time in Auguſt, the laſt 
Year, ſhe went with ſome bigger Children, to get 
ſome Plumbs, in a Neighbour's Lot, knowing nothing 
of any Harm in what ſhe did: but when ſhe brought 
ſome of the Plumbs into the Houſe her Mother mildly, 
reprov'd her, and told her that ſhe muſt not get Plumbs 
without Leave, becauſe it was Sin: GOD had commanded 
ker not to fleal, The Child ſeem'd greatly ſurprized, 
and burſt out into Tears, and cried out, I tuen have 
theſe Plumbs! and turning to her Siſter Eunice, very 
earneſtly, ſaid to her, why did. you fe me te go to that 
Plumb-tree ? I ſhould not have gone i yea. bad not ate 
ne. The other Children did not ſeem to be much af: 
feqed or concern'd ; but there was no 1 Phebe. 
Her Mother told her ſhe might go and aik Leave, and 
then it would not be Sin for her to eat them; and ſent 
one of the Children to that End; and when ſhe re- 
turn'd, her Mother told her the Owner had given 
Leave, now- ſhe might eat them, and it would not be 
ſtealing. This ſtill'd her a little while; but preſently 
ſhe broke out again into an exceeding Fit of Crying : 
her Mother aſk'd her what made her cry again ?. why 
ſhe cried now, fince they had afk'd Leave? what it 
was that troubl'd her now? and a{k*d her ſeveral times 
very earneſtly, before ſhe made any Anſwer; but at 
laſt ſaid, it was BECAUSE IT WAS Six. She continu'd 


a conſiderable Time crying; and ſaid ſhe would not 


go again if Eunice d ber an hundred Times; and ſhe 
retain'd her Averſion to that Fruit for a conſiderable 


Time, under the Remembrance of her former Sin. 


60. She at ſome times appears greatly aſteted and 
delighted with Texts of Scripture that come to her 


the 


n 
the laſt Year, that Text came to her Mind, Rev. iti. 20ũ 
Behold I fland at the Door and knock : if any Man bear my 
Voice, and open the Door, Twill come in, and ſup with bim, 
and he with me. She ſpoke of it to thoſe of the Family 
with great Appearance of Joy, a ſmiling Countenance, 
and Elevation of Voice; and afterwards ſhe went in- 
to another Room, where her Mother overheard her 
talking very earneſtly to the Children about it, and 
particularly heard her ſay to them, three or four Times 


over, with an Air of exceeding Joy and Admiration, 
Why it is to sur with Gop ! At ſome time about the 


Middle of the Winter, very late in the Night, when: 
all were a bed, her Mother perceiv'd that ſhe was a- 
wake, and heard her, as tho' ſhe was weeping. She 
call'd to her, and aſk'd her what was the matter. She 


anſwer'd with a low Voice, ſo that her Mother could: 


not hear what ſhe ſaid ; but thinking it might be oc- 
caſion'd by ſome ſpiritual Affection, ſaid no more to: 
her; but perceived her to lie awake, and to continue in 
the ſame Frame, for a conſiderable Time. The next 
Morning, ſhe aſk'd her whether ſhe did not cry the la 
Night? The Child anſwer'd, yes, / did cry a /.t:1r, for 
IJ as thinking abzut GOD and CHRIST, ond they liced 
me. Her Mother aſk'd her, whether to think of Gop 
and CHR Is T's loving her made her cry? She anſwer'd 
yes, it does ſometimes. | 

61. She has often manifeſted a great Concern for the 
Good of other Souls; and has been wont many times 
affectionatelhy to counſel the other Children. Once about 
the latter End of S-ptember, the laſt Year, when ſhe and 
ſome others of the Children were in a Room by them- 
ſelves, a huſking Indian Corn, the Child after a while 
came out and ſet by the Fire. Her Mother tock No- 
tice that ſhe appear'd with a more than ordinary ſerious 
and penſive Countenance. At laſt ſhe broke Silence, 


and ſaid, I] have been talking to Natëy and Eunice. Her 
Mother afk d her what ſhe had ſaid to them. Why, 


ſaid the, I told them they mrft pray, and prepere to die, 
that they: bad but a little while to live in this World, and 


they muſt be altways ready. When Nabby eame out, her 
Mother afk'd her, whether ſhe had ſaid that to them? 
Jes, {ard ſhe, ſhe ſaid that ad a great deal more. At 


other 


* 
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other times, the Child took her Opportunities to talc 
to the other Children about the great Concern of their 
Souls, ſametimes, ſo as to ſet them into Tears. She 
was once exceeding importunate with her Mother to 
go with her Siſter Naami to pray: Her Mother endea- 
vour'd to put her off; but ſhe pulled her by the Sleeve, 
and ſeem'd as if ſhe would by no Means be denied. 
At laſt her Mother told her, that Amy muf ge and pray 
herſelf 3 but, ſays the Child, ſge cvil/ not go; and per- 
ſiſted earneſtly to beg. of her Mother to go with her. 

She has manifeſted great Love to her Miniſter; par- 
ticularly when I return'd from my long Journey for my 
Health, the laſt Fall, when ſhe heard of it, ſhe appear d 
very joyful at the News, and told the Children of it, 
with an elevated Voice as the moſt joyful Tidings ; re- 
peating it over and over, Mr. Edwards 7s. core bame ! 


Mr. Edwards is, come home! She flill continues very 


conſtant in ſecret Prayer, ſo far as can be obſerv'd-(for_ 
ſhe ſeems to have no Deſire that others ſhould obſerve. 


lier when ſhe retires, but ſeems to be a Child of a re- 


ſerv'd Temper) and every Night before ſhe goes. to; 
Bed, will ſay her Catechiſm, and will by no means miſs, 
it: ſhe never forgot it but once, and then, after ſhe was, 
a- bed, thought of it, and cried out in Tears, I bart, 
ſaid ny Catechiſm, !; and, would not be quieted till her: 
Mother aſk'd her the Catechiſm as.ſhe lay in Bed, She 
ſometimes appear'd to be in Doubt about the Conditi- 
on of her Soul: but at other times ſeems to have no 
Doubt, but when aſk d, replies without Hiſitation. 
62. In the farmer Part of this great Work of Gop 
amongſt us, till it got to its Height, we ſeem'd to be 
wonderfully bleſſed in all Reſpects. Satan (as has been 
already obſery'd) ſeem'd to be unuſually reſtrainꝰd: Per- 
ſons that before had been involv'd in Melancholy, 
ſeem' d to be as it were waked out of it; and thoſe that 
had been entangled with extraordinary Temptations, 
were wonderfully ſet at Liberty ; aud not only ſo, but 
it was the moſt remarkable Time of Health, that ever 
I knew. ſince I have been in the Town. But after this 
it ſeem'd to be otherwiſe. . When this Work of, Goo 
appear'd to be at its greateſt Height, a poor * 
7 1 
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that belongs to the Town, being in great ſpiritual ' 
Trouble, was hurried to cut his Throat, and made an 
Attempt, but did not do it effectually. He after this 
continued a conſiderable Time exceedingly over- 
whelm'd with Melancholy; but has now a long. 
Jime been deliver'd by the Light of Gop's Connte- 
nance lif:ed up upon him. 1 MN 

63. In the latter Part of May, it began to be very 
ſenſible that the Spirit of God was gradually withdraw- . 
ing from us, and after this Time Satan ſeem'd to be 
more let looſe, and raged in a dreadful Manner. The 
f:rſt Inſtance wherein it appear'd, was a Perſon's put- 
ting an End to his own Life, by cutting his Throat. He 
was a'Gentleman of more than common Underſtanding. 
of ſtrict Morals, religious in his Behaviour, and an 
uſeful honourable Perſon in the Town, but was of a Fa- 
mily that are exceeding prone to Melancholy, and his 
Mother was kill'd with it. The News of this extraordi- 
narily affected the Minds of the People here, and ſtruck 
them as it were with Aſtoniſhment. After this, Multi- 
tudes in this, and other Towns, ſeem'd to have it 
ſtrongly ſuggeſted to them, and prefied upon them, to- 
do as this Perſon had done. And many that ſeem d to 
be under no Melancholy, nor were under any ſpecial 
Trouble of Mind, yet had it urged upon them, as if 
ſomebody had ſpoke to them, Ct your own I brœa, neee 
tr a geod Opportunity. New, how ! So that they were o- 
blig'd to fight with all their Might to feſiſt it, and yet 


no Reaſon ſuggeſted to them why they ſhould do it. 


64. After theſe Things the Inſtances of Converſion 
were rare in compariſon of what they had been (tho' 
that remarkable Inſtanee of the little Child was after 
this) and the Spirit of Gop appear'd ſenſibly with- 
drawing from all Parts of the Country : but Religion 
temain'd here, and I believe in ſome other Places, the 
main Subject of Converſation, for ſeveral Months. And 
there were ſome Turns, wherein Gen's Work ſeem'd 
ſomething to revive, and we were ready to hope that 
all was going to be renew'd again: yet in the main 
chere was a gradual Decline of that general, engaged 
lively Spirit in Religion, which had been before. But 
Ji as 
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as to thoſe who have been thought to be converted 4- 

mongſt us, in this Time, they generally ſeem to be 

Perſons that have had an abiding Change wrought on 
them : I have had particular Acquaintance with many 
of them ſince, and they appear to have a new Senſe 
of Things, new Apprehenſions and Views of Goo, of 
the divine Attributes, and F-/us Chrift, and the great 


Things of the Goſpel: they have a new Senſe of the 


Truth of them, and they afte& them in a new Manner ; 
tho! it is very far from being always alike with them: 
they feel an inward Ardour and Burning of Heart, the 
like to which they never experienc'd before: they have 
new Appetites, new Breathings and Pantings of Heart, 
and Groarings that cannot be uttered. There is a new kind 


of inward Labour and Struggle of Soul towards Hea- 


ven and Holineſs. | | 1 
65. Some that before were very rough in their 


Tempers and Manners ſeem to be remarkably fofien'd 
and ſweeten d. And ſome have had their Souls exceed- 
- Ingly fill'd and overwhelm'd with Light, Love, and 


Comfort, long fince the Work of Go p has ceaſed to be 


' ſo remarkably carried on in a general Way: and yet there 


+5 ſtill a great deal of religious Converiation, amongſt 
young and old: a religious Diſpoſition is ſtill maintain'd 
amongſt our People, by their upholding frequent private 
religious Meetings, and all forts are generally worſhip- 
ing Gop at ſuch Meetings, on Sabbutb-nigbts, and in 
the Evening after our public Lecture. Many Children 
in the Town do flill keep up ſuch Meetings amongit 
themſelves, I know of no one young Perſon in the 
Town that has return'd to their former .Looſeneſs or 
Extravagancy in any reſpect; but we ſtill remain a re- 
form'd People, and God has evidently made us a new 
People. 

] can't ſay there has been no Inſtance of any one 
Perſon that has carried himſelf ſo, that others ſhould 
juſtly be offended ; nor am I ſo vain as to imagine that 
we have not been miſtaken concerning any, or that 
there are none that paſs amongſt us for Mer, who are 
indeed Yo/ves in Sheep's Cloathing, who probably way 
ſome time or other diſcover themſelves by their Fruits. 

We 
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We are not /o pare; but that we have grent Cauſe to de 
humbl'd and aſham' d, that we are ſo #pure-; nor / 
religious but that thoſe who watch for our Halting, 
may ſee things in us, whence they may take Occaſion 
to reproach us and Religion. But in the main, there 
has been a great and marvellous Work of Converſion 

and Sanctification amongſt the People here. | 
66. Vet a great Part of the Country have not re- 
ceiv'd the moſt favourable Thoughts of this Affair, and 
to this Day many retain a Jealouſy concerning it, and 
- Prejudice againſt it: Lhave Reaſon to think that the 
- Meanneſs and Weakneſs-of the Inſtrument, that has 
been made uſe'of inithis Town, has prejudic d many 
againſt it: but yet this Circumſtance of this great 
- Work-of G0 5, is analagous to other Circumſtances of 
it; Gop has ſo order'd the Manner of it in many Re. 
ſpects, as remarkably to ſnew it to be his on pecu- 
-Har Work, and to ſecure the Glory of it wholly to his 
own Almighty Power and ſovereign Grace. And what- 
ever the Circumſtances and Means have been, yet / 
hath it pleas'd Gov to work and we are evidently a 
People bleſſed: of the Lord! and here in this Corner of 

: tbe lu rd, Gov'dwells and manifeſts his Glory, -}. 
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